
Celebrating 50 years
of Black Studies at

Northeastern
University
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Department
founded as Afro-
American Studies 1974: 

THE SUMMER
PROGRAM"

INSTITUTIONALIZED
AS PROJECT UJIM

NAME CHANGES TO
AFRICAN AMERICAN

STUDIES
DEPARTMENT

1978:  
FIRST CHAIR OF
DEPARTMENT,

RAMONA EDELIN,
LEAVES

1980S: 
LOSES "DEPARTMENT"

STATUS; CALLED
"INTERDISCIPLINARY

PROGRAM” NAME CHANGES TO
DEPARTMENT OF

AFRICAN AMERICAN
STUDIES

JOHN COLTRANE
MEMORIAL CONCERT 

EDUCATIONAL
OUTREACH PROGRAM

FOUNDEDCO-HOSTS NINTH
INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE OF

NUBIAN STUDIES WITH
THE MUSEUM OF FINE

ARTS
SURVEY BY THE JOURNAL

OF BLACKS IN HIGHER
EDUCATION RANKS THE

DEPARTMENT IN THE TOP
15% NATIONALLY FOR

BREADTH OF COURSES
OFFERED

1975: 

1993:
 FIRST SUMMER

INSTITUTE ON
NUBIA 1994:

1998:

2003:

AFRO-CARIBBEAN
MUSIC PROJECT

FOUNDED

2008:

THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE FOLLOWING LINK:
HTTPS://ARCHIVESSPACE.LIBRARY.NORTHEASTERN.EDU/
REPOSITORIES/2/RESOURCES/759 AND KINDLY GATHER

BY DR. ROBERT HALL

1973:

1989:
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national search
for director of

africana studies

DR. RÉGINE JEAN-
CHARLES HIRED AS

DIRECTOR OF
AFIRCANA STUDIES

FIRST DOCTORAL
FELLOWSHIP IN BLACK

FEMINIST STUDIES
ANNOUNCED IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH WOMEN’S, GENDER, AND

SEXUALITY STUDIESFIRST BELL HOOKS
SYMPOSIUM

TALKING BACK: THE
GENIUS OF BELL HOOKS

THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE FOLLOWING LINK:
HTTPS://ARCHIVESSPACE.LIBRARY.NORTHEASTERN.EDU/
REPOSITORIES/2/RESOURCES/759 AND KINDLY GATHER

BY DR. ROBERT HALL

2021:
BLACK FEMINIST
STUDIES MINOR

CREATED

SECOND ANNUAL BELL
HOOKS SYMPOSIUM
BLACK FEMINISM,
BLACK FREEDOM

2023:

Dr. Nicole Aljoe
featured in the

Ancient Nubia Now  
exhibit in the MFA

2019:

Program name
changes from

African America
Studies to Africana

Studies 

2019 :

2022:

2022:

2022:

2020:

the decision is made to
consolidate the various

departments and programs
mentioned above into a new

department, the Department
of Cultures, Societies, and

Global Studies

2016:
The University was

reorganized  resulting in
the disaggregation of the

College of Arts and
Sciences into three

separate new colleges

2010:

SECOND POSTDOCTORAL
FELLOWSHIP IN BLACK

FEMINIST STUDIES
ANNOUNCED IN PARNTERSHIP

WITH HISTORY AND PUBLIC
HISTORY

2023:



"The objective of  the Black studies
Department is to facilitate the successful

fusion of black cultural and academic
needs, by providing courses of study which

speaks to all academic, liberal arts,
scholarly interests of today's students

while also speaking to the special emphasis
which Northeastern University place on

vocational readiness"
- Ramona Edelin (Chair of Black Studies)
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THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE
NORTHEASTERN DIGITAL REPOSITORY 

Ramona Edelin



 FORD SCHOLARS: 

IN 1964, "NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
WAS GIVEN $150,000 BY THE FORD

FOUNDATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF EDUCATION TO ESTABLISH A

PROGRAM TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS
TO AFRICAN AMERICAN YOUTHS. 

 BLACK PANTHER PROTESTS: 

APRIL 1970 NORTHEASTERN BLACK
PANTHER SUPPORT GROUP WAS

FORMED. IT'S GOALS WAS TO EDUCATE
STUDENTS, INCREASING THEIR

UNDERSTANDING OF THE TRIALS OF
BOBBY SEALE, THE NEW YORK 21, AND

THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY. 

PRE - HISTORY OF BLACK
STUDIES  

 Financial Aid Sit In:
 

On May 18, 1971, around 200 African
American students came into President

Asa S. Knowles' office for a sit-in "to
demonstrate their frustration with the
lack of financial assistance available

to African American students".

NEWSPAPER HEADLINES

This informaion IS found at the following link:
https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/resour

ces/  

Recepients of the Ford Scholars =1963 

bLACK pLANTHER PROTESTS -1970S 

NORTHEASTERN NEWS ARTICE BASED ON FINANCIAL AID

NORTHEASTERN NEWS ARTICE BASED ON FINANCIAL
AID

NORTHEASTERN NEWS ARTICE BASED ON THE
PROGRESSION OF BLACK STUDIES

https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/resources/
https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/resources/
https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/resources/


 ON MAY 3, 1968, FIVE STUDENTS (MS. WILLIAMS AND MESSRS.
HAZELWOOD, FARRAR, EVANS, AND PEACE) PRESENTED PRESIDENT ASA

S. KNOWLES WITH A LIST OF 13 DEMANDS.
 

 THESE 13 DEMANDS HAD HUGE IMPACTS ON NORTHEASTERN TODAY. IT
ENCOURAGED FURTHER ACTIVISM ON CAMPUS, HELPING TO ESTABLISH
THE  AFRICAN-AMERICAN INSTITUTE, THE DEPARTMENT OF AFRICAN-
AMERICAN STUDIES, AND ADDITIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR AFRICAN

AMERICAN STUDENTS".

13
 D

EMANDS A
T

NORTH
EASTE

RN

This informaion IS found at the following link:
https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/african-

american-institute/

13 DEMANDS - 1968

NORTHEASTERN NEWSPAPER

ARTICLE ON THE  13 DEMANDS

https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/african-american-institute/
https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/african-american-institute/


PANGA NYEUSI

This was Northeastern’s first
African American newsletter and

the first issue came out in 1968.
It"provided students with

international, national, and
campus news"

"PANGA NYEUSI"
MEANING BLACK

SWORD

The last issue was printed in
1972 because of a

controversal issue where the
student writing these paper   
decided to play more of an

"advocacy role than a
strictly objective role

reporting the news" and there
was a staff conflict. Though

the newspaper was needed to
give voice to students without
the support of the institute it

could not be continued.

THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE
FOLLOWING

LINK:HTTPS://BLACKACTIVISM.LIBRARY.NORT
HEASTERN.EDU/ORGANIZATIONS/

AND KINDLY GATHERED BY SIMONNE RINK

Excerpt from Panga Nyeusi article writtten Norma Hazard in
1970   

PANGA NYEUSI ARTICLE EXCERPT 

IPANGA NYEUSI NEWSPAPER COVER IMAGE 

https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/organizations/
https://blackactivism.library.northeastern.edu/organizations/


ORIGINS OF BLACK STUDIES IN
ACADEMIA

This movement was student/faculty-
led movement as Black students and

faculty wanted to see some
substantial change being made about

the narrative being manifested in
higher education The Afro-American Studies

Department was founded in
1973 in the College of Liberal

Arts at Northeastern
University with help from the
The Black Studies Proposal

Committee

IN THE LATE 1960S/EARLY
1970S, BLACK STUDIES

PROGRAM WERE FOUNDED IN
UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE

UNITED STATES.  BLACK NATIONALISM AND THE
CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

SPARKED THE DESIRE FOR
AFRICAN/BLACK STUDIES TO

BE INCORPORATED INTO
HIGHER EDUCATION

Malcom X 

Image of Black Studies Protestors 

Include caption



 THE AFRO-AMERICAN DEPARTMENT OFFERED 36 COURSES (IN
ADDITION TO 24 RELEVANT COURSES IN OTHER DEPARTMENTS) AND
HAD A STAFF OF FOUR FULL-TIME AND 13 PART-TIME INSTRUCTORS.

RAMONA EDELIN, THE DEPARTMENT’S FIRST CHAIR, HELPED TO
CLASSES AND ORIGINAL STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM.

THE AFRO-AMERICAN INSTITUTE WAS ALSO DEVELOPED IN 1969
 AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
CLASSES WERE  HELD AT THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN INSTITUTE’S
LIBRARY IN THE NORFOLK HOUSE; LATER, THEY MOVED TO THE
FOURTH FLOOR OF 11 LEON ST.

IN 1982, THE AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT WAS
ALMOST GOTTEN RID OFF. BUT THE DEPARTMENT’S STATUS WAS
SAVED BY DIRECT STUDENT ACTION, SUPPORT BY THE DIRECTOR,
"DR. OZZIE L. EDWARDS, AFRICAN AMERICAN INSTITUTE LIBRARY
VERDAYA MITCHELL-BROWN, AND PROTESTED BY THE COALITION
FOR THE PRESERVATION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES"
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Today, in 2020 there is a fight to hold the
university accountable and ensure these

demands are being met/followed.

FOLLOW UP ON THE 13 DEMANDS

THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE FOLLOWING  LINK 
HTTPS://WWW.NORTHEASTERN.EDU/AAI/ABOUT/ 

Norfolk House

Black Studies Progress newsspaper 

https://www.northeastern.edu/aai/about/
https://www.northeastern.edu/aai/about/


Cliff Janey 

Cliff Janey unofficially ran Black studies at Northeastern while it was
unaccredited classes at the Norfolk House. He also oversaw everything

when it migrated over to 40 Leon St in 1971.
Cliff tried to include two forms of education into the black studies

program " technical level" and "street education". He wanted to see an
expansion of classes as well as those that are able to serve the

community by being more accessible

THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE
NORTHEASTERN DIGITAL REPOSITORY AND

KINDLY GATHERED BY SIMONNE RONK

Image of the unaccredited classes Cliff Janey Ran

CLIFF JANET AND BILL SIONIK CONDUCT A TRAININNG SESSION 



a timeline of leadership of African-
American/aFRICANA sTUDIES

THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE FOLLOWING  
LINK:

HTTPS://ARCHIVESSPACE.LIBRARY.NORTHEAST
ERN.EDU/REPOSITORIES/2/RESOURCES/759,

AND KINDLY GATHER BY DR. ROBERT HALL 

1973-1978 
RAMONA EDELIN 1978-1979 

William D. McLaurin 
(Acting Chair)

1979-1981
 HOLLY M. CARTER
 (ACTING CHAIR) 1981-1985

 HOLLY M. CARTER

1985-1987 
OZZIE L. EDWARDS

 (CHAIR)
1987-1991

 LEONARD BROWN 
(ACTING CHAIR)

1991-1995 
RONALD W. BAILEY

1995-1997 
PATRICK MANNING 

(ACTING CHAIR)

1997-1998 
RONALD W. BAILEY 

(ACTING CHAIR)
1998-2003

 ROBERT L. HALL

2003-2006 
KWAMINA PANFORD 2006-2009

 ROBERT L. HALL 
(ACTING CHAIR) 

2008 -2012
EMMETT G. PRICE

2018-2021
Nicole N. AljoE

2012 -2015
Robert Hall

(interim chair)2015/2016
Chris Gallagher
(interim chair) No Chair,

program morphed
into CSGS

2021-TODAY
RÉGINE MICHELLE 

JEAN-CHARLES

https://archivesspace.library.northeastern.edu/repositories/2/resources/759
https://archivesspace.library.northeastern.edu/repositories/2/resources/759


THE INITIAL SIX GOALS FOR THE INSTITUTE
PLAN WERE:

ESTABLISHING AN INDEPENDENT
ORGANIZATION SUPPORTED BY THE

UNIVERSITY.

1.

DEVELOPING A BLACK STUDIES PROGRAM.2.
GAINING RESOURCES TO HELP MEET

BOSTON’S BLACK COMMUNITY NEEDS.
3.

DEVELOPING A COLLECTIVE ACTION
APPROACH WITHIN THE NU BLACK

POPULATION TO ADDRESS POLITICAL
ISSUES.

4.

IMPROVING BLACK STUDENT RETENTION AT
NU

5.

PROTECTING BLACK STUDENT AND
COMMUNITY INTERESTS.

6.

"The Amilcar Cabral Memorial Student Center, (located on the first floor of the Institute
in the early 1970s)  promoted positive cultural and social values"
"By the mid-70s, the AAI Library which started as a Black community resource at the
Norfolk House and which sponsored the first cultural programs for the Afro American
Association became another dynamic component of the Institute"
"On October 5, 1992, the African American Institute was renamed the John D. O’Bryant
African American Institute. Vice President O’Bryant, an untiring advocate for educational
opportunity and excellence at Northeastern University and throughout the city of
Boston during his lifetime, passed away suddenly on July 3, 1992"

"He, along with hundreds of students and a host of staff, were 'keepers of the
tradition.'Informal dedication ceremonies in May 1993, his name was officially added
to that of the African American Institute"

THE AFRO-
AMERICAN

INSTITUTE OVER
TIME

BORN OUT OF THE IDEA TO CREATE AN OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE FOR NORTHEASTERN’S
BLACK COMMUNITY, THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN INSTITUTE WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1968 TO

DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A LONG-RANGE PLAN FOR A GENUINE, EFFECTIVE AND
PERMANENT BLACK PRESENCE AT NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY. 

THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE FOLLOWING LINK
HTTPS://WWW.NORTHEASTERN.EDU/AAI/ABOUT/ 

John D. O'Bryant talking to students

https://www.northeastern.edu/aai/about/
https://www.northeastern.edu/aai/about/


Mission: "The John D. O’Bryant African American Institute is committed to
intellectually, culturally and socially inspiring students toward excellence,
success, and service. Through programs, resources, services, and activities

the Institute fosters a nurturing, supportive and welcoming environment
focused on students of African origin. Moreover, the Institute is dedicated to
engaging the broader university community, the surrounding urban community
and the world for balanced student and leadership development enjoined with

the promotion and distinction of their career goals"

VISION: "TO BECOME A NATIONAL MODEL FOR AFRICAN AMERICAN
AND AFRICAN-DIASPORA CULTURAL AND RESEARCH CENTERS THAT

EFFECTIVELY PROVIDE SERVICE, PROGRAMS, AND ENGAGES THE
COMMUNITY AND BUILDS TOWARD BECOMING SELF-SUPPORTING

THROUGH RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND ALUMNI PARTICIPATION"

THE INSTITUTE TODAY 

THIS INFORMATION IS FOUND AT THE FOLLOWING LINK:
HTTPS://WWW.NORTHEASTERN.EDU/AAI/ABOUT/ 

PLEASE CHECK IT OUT FOR MORE INFO

Top (left) Richard O'Bryant (right) Present day image of the Institute
Bottom: (left) Richard O'Bryant at the 50th anniversary celebrattion (Right) John D. O'Bryant  

https://www.northeastern.edu/aai/about/
https://www.northeastern.edu/aai/about/
https://www.northeastern.edu/aai/about/


AN INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAM WITH A MISSION OF TEACHING
AND CONDUCTING RESEARCH IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND

HUMANITIES FIELDS ON THE HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY
EXPERIENCES ACROSS THE GLOBAL AFRICAN DIASPORA

- DIRECTOR DR. NICOLE N. ALJOE

THE AFRICANA STUDIES PROGRAM TODAY

PROGRAM NOW OFFERS A MAJOR, SEVERAL
COMBINED MAJORS, AN AFRICANA AND

BLACK FEMINIST STUDIES MINOR, AND A
HOST OF ELECTIVE COURSES BASED IN

INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACHES TO THE
STUDY OF HISTORY, CULTURE, LANGUAGE,
POLITICAL SYSTEMS, AND BEHAVIORS OF
PEOPLES OF AFRICAN ANCESTRY IN THE

UNITED STATES, THE CARIBBEAN, AFRICA,
AND THROUGHOUT THE AFRICAN DIASPORA.

THE NAME CHANGE IS A REFLECTION OF
CURRENT DISCIPLINARY CONVERSATIONS

AND RESEARCH IN THE FIELDS OF BOTH
AFRICAN AND AFRICAN AMERAMERICAN
STUDIES THAT HAS RAPIDLY EMBRACED

AND HIGHLIGHTED THE VARIOUS
CONCEPTS AND CONNECTIONS ACROSS
THE GLOBAL AFRICAN DIASPORA. THE
CHANGE ALSO REFLECTS THE GLOBAL

PARAMETERS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP AND
TEACHING OF PROGRAM FACULTY.

African American Institute Staff
Honor Excelling Black Students at the

First Choice Awards circa 1975.

Members of the Black Student
 Organizations 


