
Reflection On Co-op



Details On My Co-op
● My Name : Madison Lilly 

● My Major : Human Services 

● Co-op Placement : Lincoln School in Brookline

● Co-op Employer : Isabel Gunther (Vice Principal)

● Job Title : Teacher’s Assistant 

● Dates on Co-op : September 16, 2020 - December 23, 2020



My Position And The Organization            
● I worked as a Teacher’s Assistant at the Lincoln School in Brookline. Lincoln is a 

Kindergarten - 8th grade school. 

● NUCAREERS explained the job description well to me. I had many different tasks 

throughout the semester (i.e. assisting during recess duty, assisting teachers in 

setting up classrooms, etc.). NUCAREERS listed many of the tasks I took part in.

● My co-op was paid. 

● My co-op was not self-designed or international. Lincoln is in Brookline, and it 

was very close to where I live. I did not receive any funding, because my co-op was 

domestic.   



My Time On Co-op                              
● The majority of my time on co-op was spent watching over the students during 

recess duty. 

● I often worked with the Vice Principal, Isabel Gunther. She gave me my schedule 

for each day in the morning and would often do recess duty with me. There were 

many classes out at recess at one time.

● I was able to sub twice during my time on co-op. This was a great learning 

experience for me. 

● The staff trusted me more the longer I was there. I felt as though I was apart of the 

team at all times. 



What I Hoped to Learn on Co-op                      
● There were many things I hoped to learn on co-op :

○ I chose a teacher’s assistant position, because I wanted to know if that was something I 

was truly interested in, and I now know that I am.

○ I wanted to learn how to work with students in a school environment. I had only 

worked with students in afterschool programs.

○ I wanted to learn how to interact with teachers in a professional sense, in which they 

would be my colleagues. 



Surprising Aspects Of My Co-op                
● As I stated on my last slide, I was able to sub while 

on co-op. 

○ I subbed two times on co-op. One day I subbed for a second 

grade teacher and the other day was for a third grade teacher. 

○ I was given lesson plans and taught the students.

○ This surprised me, because I had no experience subbing in the 

past. I also do not have my degree yet, but they allowed me to 

sub two days anyways. 

○ This was an amazing experience for me. It also solidified that I 

want to be an elementary school teacher when I finish my 

degree. 



What I Learned About Myself And My Learning Style          
● I learned a lot about myself and my learning/work style on co-op. 

○ I worked very well with my boss, the Vice Principal, Isabel Gunther. 

○ She had a managerial style that worked well for me. She was relaxed and trusted me to 

make decisions.

○ I also learned how to ask for more direction the longer I was on co-op

■ It was hard for me to speak up at the beginning of my co-op, but I learned to ask 

for assistance when I needed it. 



Preparation And Interviewing Process For My Co-op
● The preparation and interview process for my co-op was quite simple. The anxiety 

before the interview was the worst part. I learned so much from the class on how 

to set-up and have a professional resume. 

● I learned much from the co-op class about interviewing as well.

○ It prepared me for the interviewing process.

● I would advise students going on their first co-op to take the advice from their 

co-op teacher, spend time on their resume, and try not to stress too much about 

the interviewing stage. 



Previous Coursework That Helped Me Be Effective In This Position
● Prior to this co-op, I took many classes at Northeastern that helped me be 

effective in my teacher’s assistant position. I took a child intervention class. It had 

a service-learning aspect in which I worked with kindergarteners on the 

importance of movement through ballet at BalletRox. This helped me to work 

with younger children and made me realize I really enjoyed it.

● I believe my co-op will help me with further classes at Northeastern. I am looking 

forward to focusing what I learn and connecting it to working with children!



How My Co-op Experience Affected Me 
● My co-op at Lincoln School has affected me. I learned that I am on the right path, 

and that I truly want to become a elementary school teacher after I graduate. 

● I have learned more about how economic standing and family can affect a 

student’s attitude at school. It can be very hard for a student to come to school 

when they have struggles at home. Because I worked at a school, I saw that 

first-hand. I have definitely changed my attitude and behaviors around working 

with all students. I have learned that it is very important to take all factors into 

mind when understanding a students mindset and behaviors. .  



Personal Perspective On My Co-op
● As I stated on my last slide, my co-op experience has affected me. My personal 

perspective on society has changed; my sense of self has  changed. I  have learned 

how important education is in a student’s life. I also learned how important it is 

for students to be in person and gain personal connections with other students 

and teachers. This has been difficult this year due to the COVID-19 outbreak. It 

was important for students to be home in order to stay safe; however, this does 

affect their education and mental health. 



Conclusion
● Overall, I really enjoyed my co-op. I learned a lot and look forward to doing 

another co-op. 


