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In February 2022, Russian president Vladimir Putin invaded Ukraine with the goal of annexation. 
War has been ongoing since, as Ukraine attempts to defend its sovereignty with the help of 
western allies, the most prominent of which, in terms of amount of aid given, is the United States. 
Ukraine and Russia have interconnected histories dating back centuries that explain Putin’s 

present situation. Considering Russia’s relentless pursuit of the full integration of Ukraine into 
its state and the previous ineffectiveness of diplomatic pressure, sanctions, and peace 
agreements, it is recommended that continued military aid be given to Ukraine with the hope 
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The Center for International Affairs and World Cultures 
(CIAWC) was relaunched in 2023 as a new home 
for research and timely discussion on major world 
events. CIAWC is poised to be a leading venue for 
the discussion and investigation of global security 
issues, policy solutions, and timely analysis. Building 
on strengths in interdisciplinarity, regional expertise, 
and networks beyond the university, we aim to be a 
resource for the Northeastern community and beyond.

Ben Henschel is an undergraduate student 
pursuing a BA in Spanish and Communication 
Studies with a minor in History. On campus, he is a 
peer tutor, a session leader with the Northeastern 
Culture and Language Learning Society, and a 
member of Sigma Delta Pi, a national collegiate 
Spanish honors society.
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