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Interdisciplinary 
Advanced 

Writing: Student 
Perspectives

Tested out of First Year Writing

Interested in courses for major, 
not humanities courses

A waste of time — won’t be 
needed in future career

Have more important classwork 
to do 



Cheating and Writing Reluctance
Insecurity in writing skills 

Time constraints

Irrelevant skill set 

Getting graded on something 
you’re struggling with 

The same struggles that lead to 
cheating can also lead to 
students disliking writing 

courses; students may continue 
to see writing as irrelevant and 

shy away from other writing 
courses



Writing De-Emphasis: Business Administration Degree

Testing out of First Year Writing: “Many students assume that First-Year 
Writing will be similar to their high school literature or AP English courses. 
However, it is quite different.” 

Writing-Intensive Course: Organizational Behavior

Advanced Writing in the Business Administration Professions: 
Taken in final year at Northeastern, post co-op



Uses for AI 
Brainstorming

 Thesis Development

 Learning College-Level Writing



Brainstorming with AI

Responses tend to be generic and 
repetitive, but give direction to those 
unfamiliar with literary analysis.



Benefits of Brainstorming with AI 

Direction to create a unique 

argument, narrow down ideas

Less time brainstorming 

 More time writing, 
editing, and formatting“When you ask [ChatGPT] for ideas, it 

really does take creativity to turn 
those ideas into actually feasible 

ideas, because every time I’ve asked it 
for ideas, the original ones are terrible” 

“I think AI helps with the division of 
labor when it comes to writing a 

paper”



Clarifying a Thesis with AI



College-Level Writing & AI

If students use AI to help them write, 
they also need the skills to take the 
generated text and edit it to become 
higher-level academic writing. 

Even when specifically prompted for 
college-level writing, programs like 
ChatGPT cannot produce 
thoughtful, college-level essays on 
their own.



Embracing AI 

“My professors have all said not to use AI, but I consistently am 
like ‘Hey, write something for me’ and I’ll just take the concepts… 

They can never tell if that idea was in my head to begin with or if I 
went and read some article or I read what ChatGPT wrote.”




