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New Faces in WGSS

Welcome to the Executive Committee!

Victoria Cain

(History)

Candice Delmas

(Philosophy and Political Science)

Denise Khor

(Asian American Studies and Visual Studies)

Katherine Kraschel
(School of Law)
Isabel Martinez

(Latinx, Latin American & Caribbean Studies)
Sasha Sabherwal

(Anthropology and Asian Studies)



https://cssh.northeastern.edu/faculty/victoria-cain/
https://cssh.northeastern.edu/faculty/candice-delmas/
https://cssh.northeastern.edu/faculty/denise-khor/
https://law.northeastern.edu/faculty/kraschel/
https://cssh.northeastern.edu/faculty/isabel-martinez/
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Tip of the Feminist Gap

RECENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN WGSS
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HOMOSAURUS

AN INTERNATIONAL LGBTQ+ LINKED DATA VOCABULARY

Jennie Stephens, Dean’s Professor of Sustainability Science and Policy, will be a Radcliffe Fellow for
2023-2024. At Harvard Radcliffe Institute she will complete her book on reimagining the transformative
potential of higher education to advance climate justice, accelerate fossil fuel phaseout, and support systemlc
structural, social, and economic change.

Her work has also been published in two academic articles this year: “Climate justice in
higher education: a proposed paradigm shift towards a transformative role for colleges
and universities” (Climatic Change) and “Fossil fuel companies’ climate communication

strategies: Industry messaging on renewables and natural gas” (Energy Research & Social
Science).



https://homosaurus.org/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-023-03486-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-023-03486-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-023-03486-4
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629623000889
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629623000889
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Hillary Chute, Distinguished Professor of English and Art + Design has a book titled
Maus Now: Selected Writing, which came out from Pantheon in November 2022. You can
also check out her related essay in the Atlantic, about Maus as a banned book.

Her chapter When Am I Supposed to Stop Asking You for Advice? in the

collection Feminists Reclaim Mentorship came out in February 2023.

Finally, The LGBTQ+ Comics Studies Reader, which Professor Chute
"M contributed to, has recently won an Eisner Award for best Scholarly Work (it’s
like the Oscars of the comics industry). Check out her chapter here:
 https://www.upress.state.ms.us/Books/T/The-LGBTQ-Comics-Studies-Reader



 https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/651811/maus-now-by-edited-by-hillary-chute/
https://www.theatlantic.com/books/archive/2022/11/maus-art-spiegelman-book-ban-anti-semitism/672203/
 https://sunypress.edu/Books/F/Feminists-Reclaim-Mentorship

https://www.upress.state.ms.us/Books/T/The-LGBTQ-Comics-Studies-Reader
https://provost.northeastern.edu/academic-honors/faculty-awards/global-network-accelerator-award/
https://www.carecantwait.org/
https://doi.org/10.5070/L330161547
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Reflections on the 2023 Symposium
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Looking Ahead: Spring 2024 Symposium

Join WGSS program and Signs: Journal of Women in Culture & Society for the tenth annual WGSS
Women’s History Month Symposium and a celebration of fifty years of the journal in publication! The
Spring 2024 symposium, “Feminist Foundations, Feminist Futures: Celebrating Signs at Fifty” will be
held on Friday, March 15 in the Cabral Center at the John D. O’Bryant African American Institute. This
symposium will reflect on the fifty years of feminist scholarship, asking panelists to think big about
persistent conundrums and theoretical throughlines that have shaped the field. The day will consist of four
roundtables: “Our Histories, Ourselves”, “Feminist Praxis in Perilous Times”, “Thinking Feminism for
the Future”, and “Public Feminism and the Place of Provocation”. Our list of panelists is still in progress,
but we are pleased to welcome Jane Ward, Treva Lindsay, Beverly Guy-Sheftall, Lorna Bracewell, Sophie
Lewis, Breanne Fahs, Chandra Mohanty, Andi Zeisler, Soraya Chemaly, and Mary Anne Case. The day will
also feature interviews with past journal editors. Save the date now and stay tuned for more information!
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Upcoming Events

3rd Annual

Pleasure
© Party!



https://www.instagram.com/northeasternwgss
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rethinking-korea-lecture-series-dr-yoon-sun-yang-tickets-699172903977?aff=oddtdtcreator

Call for Papers!

Lesbian Studies, Now
A special issue edited by Suzanna Danuta Walters, Emily Owens, and Mairead Sullivan

In the contemporary cultural imagination, lesbian feminism holds all of midtwentieth-century
feminism’s highest aspirations and its worst mistakes. The figure of the lesbian looms large in
the ever-present nostalgia for second-wave feminism and the early years of women’s studies,
in eulogies to shuttered bars and bookstores, and in the promises and perils of butch-femme
couplings and gender aesthetics that have been hailed as the precursor to contemporary gender
nonconformity. We use this special issue to stage and unfold the debates that mark the ﬁeld as
active, contested, and very much alive.

Signs particularly encourages transdisciplinary and
transnational essays that address substantive feminist
questions, debates, and controversies without employing
disciplinary or academic jargon. We seek essays that are
passionate, strongly argued, and willing to take risks.

Deadline for submissions, December 15, 2023.
For general submission guidelines visit our website:
http.//signsjournal.org/for-authors/author-guidelines/

Forthcoming issue:
Complexities of Care and Caring

A special issue edited by Linda Blum, Amber Jamilla
Musser, and Martha Fineman. Forthcoming Autumn 2023.

“Espanta Cigiienas: Race and Abortion
in the US-Mexico Borderlands”

Winner of the 2023 Catharine Stimpson Prize for

Outstanding Feminist Scholarship: Lina-Maria Murillo

for her article “Espanta Ciglienias: Race and Abortion in
Vebma 47 | ambar 3.4 Spring 202 the US-Mexico Borderlands”. Published in Signs 47.3

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/724439



https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/10.1086/724439
http://signsjournal.org/for-authors/author-guidelines/

Spring 2024 Courses

Intro to WGSS
(WMNS 1103)

Tues, Fr
9:50-11:30 am
Professor Margot Abels

Courses in WGSS

i

An interdisciplinary course introducing key themes in gender and sexuality studies. Offers students an
opportunity to learn core concepts that inform our understanding of how gender and sexuality are socially
constructed and are experienced in everyday life. Drawing on women'’s studies, queer studies, masculinity
studies, and allied areas, the course analyzes gender, sexuality, and other dimensions of identity; explores
critical issues of gender, sex, and power; and studies gendered/sexed identities in both national and
transnational contexts. Topics include the gendered conceptions of love, sexuality, and violence; biological
arguments about gender and sexuality; the social construction of sexuality and gender; intersections of gender,
race, class, and sexuality; masculinities and femininities; theories of sexual difference; gender and the state;
and gender and popular culture. Attribute(s): NUpath Difference/Diversity, NUpath Societies/Institutions

Gender & Sexuality in World History

(WMNS/HIST 2373)
Mon, Thr

11:45 am — 1:25 pm
Professor Natalie Shibley

Introduces key concepts in the fields of gender and identity studies as they apply to world history since about
1800. Offers students an opportunity to understand the critical significance of gender, sex, sexuality, and
identity to world events and how these contentious subjects influence the contemporary world. Surveys a series
of major movements in geopolitics, labor, economics, culture, and society in order to analyze how individual
and group identities, as well as mass assumptions about behavior and performance, have shaped these events.
Gender, sex, and sexuality are integral to class discussions of work, welfare, art, culture, violence, war, and
activism. Attribute(s): NUpath Difference/Diversity, NUpath Interpreting Culture
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Spring 2024 Courses

American Women Writers

(WMNS/AFAM/ENGL 2455)
Mon, Wed

2:50-4:30 pm

Professor Carla Kaplan

Course_s in WGSS (continued)

» 5

e Z "
Surveys the diversity of American women’s writing to ask what it means to describe writers as disparate
as Phillis Wheatley, Edith Wharton, Toni Morrison, and Alison Bechdel as part of the same “tradition.”
With attention to all genres of American women’s writing, introduces issues of genre and gender; literary
identification; canons; the politics of recuperation; silence and masquerade; gender and sexuality;
intersectionality; sexual and literary politics, compulsory heterosexuality, and more. Attribute(s): NUpath
Difference/Diversity, NUpath Interpreting Culture

Prerequisite(s): ENGW 1111 with a minimum grade of C or ENGW 1102 with a minimum grade of C or
ENGL 1111 with a minimum grade of C or ENGL 1102 with a minimum grade of C

Gender, Sexuality, and the Law

(WMNS/PHIL/POLS 3500)
Mon, Wed

2:50-4:30 pm

Professor Libby Adler

Examines the legal regulation of gender and sexuality. Investigates concrete legal cases to study the history
of constitutional interpretation and the current status of rights for women and sexual minorities. Focuses on
important theoretical issues emerging in the writings of diverse feminist and queer legal scholars. Addresses
debates over the value of conventional equality approaches in legal doctrine; equality vs. difference
perspectives; ways in which legal language constructs gender and sexuality; the incorporation of sexuality
and gender in ideologies of law; and the intersections of gender, sexuality, and race in legal doctrine and legal
theory. Attribute(s): NUpath Ethical Reasoning, NUpath Societies/Institutions
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Spring 2024 Courses

Crosslisted Electives




