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CURRENT POSITIONS

Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts: Professor of Political Science, from July 

1, 1996.  
 
Brown University, Providence, Rhode Island: Center for Latin American and 


Caribbean Studies, Affiliated Faculty, from September 2006.
Journal of Development Studies (Ahmadu Bello University, Nigeria): Editorial Board Member, from 2021.
COURSES OFFERED

Comparative Politics; Politics of Developing Nations; Religion and Politics; Introduction to Politics; Contemporary Issues in Third World Development; Democratization and Governance in Developing Countries; International Development Administration and Planning; Government and Politics of Sub-Saharan Africa; Music and Politics; Blacks and Jews; International Relations; Niger: Study in Boston, Explore in Africa 
PREVIOUS WORK EXPERIENCE AND ACADEMIC AFFILIATIONS

Jindal Global University, India. Visiting Fulbright Scholar, Center for Israel Studies, February-


March, 2023.

Tel Aviv University, Israel. Visiting Research Scholar, Department of Public Policy, June-July 

2022.

Université Mohammed V-Agdal.  Visiting Research Scholar, Faculté des Sciences Juridiques, 


Economiques et Sociales, October-November 2022.
Palgrave Macmillan.  Palgrave Series Co-Editor for African Borderlands Studies, 


2009-2021.
Brown University, Watson Institute for International Studies; appointment as Adjunct Professor of International Relations (Research), August 22, 2004-June 30, 2009.

Northeastern University. Head advisor for political science majors, 2010-11.  Chair of International Development Concentration (Masters of Public Administration Program), 1984-2003; served as the Stotsky Professor of Jewish Historical and Cultural Studies from July 1, 1998 to June 30, 2002; held appointment as associate professor in department of political science, 1991-1996; as assistant professor, 1984-91. 

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva, Israel. Visiting Distinguished Fellow, 2008-9. 

University of the Antilles-Guyane, Centre de Recherches sur les Pouvoirs Locaux Dans la Caraïbe.  Visiting research scholar, 2001-2.

The University of Mauritius, Faculty of Social Studies and Humanities.  Visiting research scholar, 1996-97.
The Harry S Truman Research Institute for the Advancement of Peace, Hebrew University, Jerusalem.  Visiting research scholar, 1994.

University of Sydney, Australia.  Visiting scholar with the department of economic history, 1991.

Annamalai University, Annamalainagar, India. Affiliated with sociology department as research associate, 1987-8.

Bayero University, Kano, Nigeria.  Appointed research associate with department of sociology, 1983-4.

Ministry of Education, France.  Worked as teaching assistant in French lycée, 1980-1 (Lycée Technique de la Pointe des Nègres, Fort-de-France, Martinique).
Central Prison of Fort-de-France.  Taught English to inmates in Adult Education Program, 


1980-81.

Department of State, American Consulate in Kaduna, Nigeria.  Awarded personal services contract, summer, 1980.

Ministry of National Education, Republic of Niger.  Assigned to College of General Studies of Magaria as Peace Corps Volunteer, 1977-9.

EDUCATION

Ph.D. The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, 1983.  Dissertation title: "Paradox in Paradise: Martinique and the 1981 French National Elections." Passed Ph.D. comprehensive oral examinations with "Distinction," 1982. Offered fields: Developmental Economics; Comparative and Developmental Political Analysis; Law and Development; and Civilization and Foreign Affairs.

M.A.L.D. (Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy), The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, 1982.



A.B.  Vassar College, 1977.  Majored in multi-disciplinary Science, Technology, and 


Society Program.  Graduated with General and Departmental Honors.  Awarded  "Distinction" for Senior Thesis.
PROPOSAL AND PROJECT REVIEWING
Institute for Peace Research and Security Policy, University of Hamburg.  Academic reviewer for Climate Change in Security Perceptions, Conceptions and Practice at the United Nations Security Council, February 2020.

National Endowment for the Humanities.  Political Science and Jurisprudence panelist for Fellowships Program, Summer 2017.

Austrian Science Foundation.  Proposal reviewer for Exploring New Frontiers research program, Spring 2015.
National Endowment for the Humanities.  Proposal reviewer for Summer Research Stipend program, Fall 2010.

CNRS (French National Research Institute).  Proposal reviewer for Overseas States research grant, Spring 2010

U.S. Department of Labor (International Child Labor Program, Bureau of International Labor Affairs), Child Labor Education Initiative Proposal Reviewer, August-September, 2004.

CONSULTING

“Democracy, Human Rights and Governance Assessment for Guinea.” Virtual activity contracted through Development Professionals, Inc., 2020-21.

“Resilient Governance in Niger.” Proposal preparation for USAID, including 10-day in-country field study; contracted through MSI, February-March, 2019.
Naval Postgraduate School, Security Cooperation Studies & Exercises program.  State Partnership seminar on Niger for Indiana National Guard and senior Nigérien military officers.  Addressed “Socio-Economic Dynamics and Culture. Indianapolis, August 11-13, 2017. 

USAID/West Africa Evaluation and Analytical Services, Project Dissemination Day, Accra, Ghana. “Countering Violent Extremism in Mauritania” (via Skype), July 7, 2017.

USAID.  Democracy, Human Rights and Governance (DRG) Assessment of Burkina Faso, including 3 week in-country field study; contracted through TetraTech, April-May 2016. 
AFRICOM (United States Africa Command). “Development as a Counter-Terrorism Tool: A Peace Corps Hawk’s Perspective.” Stuttgart, Germany, June 15, 2015.

USAID. “Countering Violent Extremism in Mauritania.”  Assessment of resources and programming, including 2 week in-country field study; contracted through The Mitchell Group, February-March 2015. 
State Department (Bureau of Intelligence and Research), Executive Analytic Exchange on Niger-New Ambassador briefing, August 28, 2014. 
The Mitchell Group, “Regional Risk Assessments and a Gender Study in East and West Africa” technical proposal, August-September, 2014.
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.  “A Geo-spatial Perspective on Nigeria.” St. Louis, June 27, 2011.

United States Army Africa Command (USARAF-Vicenza, Italy; contracted through Naval Post Graduate School).  Presentation on “Development Priorities in the Trans-Sahel Region” (Algeria, Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal), March 14-16, 2011.

United States Agency for International Development (USAID).  Trans-Saharan Counter-Terrorism Partnership (TSCTP) programming evaluation for Mali (including 2 week in-country field study; contracted through EnCompass), February-March, 2011.

State Department (Bureau of Intelligence and Research) and National Intelligence Council. Ambassadorial briefing on Burkina Faso, August 13, 2010.

Counterpart International. Chad PEACE Proposal Writing, April-May, 2010.
USAID.  “Burkina Faso Field Study” (risk assessment, including 2 week in-country field study, to design Trans-Saharan Counter-Terrorism Partnership activities), February-March, 2010.

State Department (Bureau of Intelligence and Research) and National Intelligence Council, New Ambassador for Niger briefing, January 6, 2010.

USAID.  “Counter-Terrorism Hypotheses II – Chad” (risk assessment, including 3 week in-country field study; contracted through Management Systems International [MSI]), July-August, 2009. 
State Department (Bureau of Intelligence and Research) and National Intelligence Council. “The AQIM [Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb] Threat in the Sahel,” December 2, 2009.

Applied Physics Laboratory, Workshop on Borders Regions, March 10, 2009.

Department of Defense (U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command).  Briefing on Nigeria, December 11, 2008.

U.S.G. African perceptions of the U.S and China, 2008. 

ARD, Inc.  West Africa - Peace Through Development, Workshop and Proposal Writing, December 2007-January 2008.

Department of Defense (U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command).  Briefing on West Africa, November 14, 2007.

State Department (Bureau of Intelligence and Research) and National Intelligence Council, New Ambassador briefing February 10, 2006. 

Marines Special Operations Command (MARSOC).  Briefing on Niger, Camp Lejeune, October 4, 2006; July 12, 2006.

State Department (Bureau of Intelligence and Research) and National Intelligence Council, New Ambassador briefing, October 11, 2002.

Latham and Watkins law firm, political asylum case (re: Niger Republic), August 2000.

Evidence Based Research (EBR). “Societal Conflict Vulnerability-West and Central Africa,” 1998-9.
Center for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN)-EBR. "Impact of Environmental Change on Regional Dynamics – Nigeria," 1999.

USAID. “Political Assessment: Chad after the National Conference” (including 2 week in-country field study; contracted through ARD), December 1993-January 1994.

Expert Witness in political asylum proceeding (qualified as Expert in Nigerian Culture and 


Politics); Immigration and Naturalization Service, Boston, November 12, 1993.

PUBLICATIONS 
(Scholarly/Peer-Reviewed Journal Publications are listed thematically below after Books under the rubrics: Africa; Israel, the Jewish Diaspora, and the Holocaust; Caribbean; South Pacific; India; Transregional Topics;; and Pedagogy and Research Ethics.)
Books

African Border Disorders. Addressing Transnational Extremist Organizations (contributing co-


editor, with Olivier Walther).  London: Routledge, 2018.
In the Shadow of Moses: New Jewish Movements in Africa and the Diaspora (contributing co-


editor, with Daniel Lis and Tudor Parfitt).  Los Angeles: Tsehai Publishers, 2016.
Scars of Partition. Postcolonial Legacies in French and British Borderlands.  Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press, 2014. Winner of Association of Borderlands Studies Past 
Presidents’ Silver Book Award.
Afro-Jewish Encounters. From Timbuktu to the Indian Ocean and Beyond. Princeton: Markus 


Wiener Publishers, 2014.
Jews of Nigeria. An Afro-Judaic Odyssey. Princeton: Markus Wiener Publishers, 2013. Finalist for 2013 National Jewish Book Award in the “Contemporary Jewish Life” category.
My African Horse Problem. Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2008.

Zion in the Desert. American Jews in Israel’s Reform Kibbutzim.  Albany: State University of New York Press, 2007.  Finalist for 2007 National Jewish Book Award in the “Modern Jewish Thought and Experience” category.

Political Islam in West Africa. State-Society Relations Transformed.  Boulder & London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2007.  As volume editor, solicited and edited 6 chapters; compiled research Bibliography; and contributed Preface, Introduction (“West African Islam: Emerging Political Dynamics”) and Conclusion (“West Africa Transformed: The New Mosque-State Relationship”).

Bridging Mental Boundaries in a Postcolonial Microcosm: Identity and Development in Vanuatu.  Honolulu: University of Hawai`i Press, 1998.
Imperial Burdens: Countercolonialism in Former French India. Boulder and London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 1995.

Hausaland Divided: Colonialism and Independence in Nigeria and Niger. Cornell University Press, 1994. Selected by Choice Magazine as an "Outstanding Academic Book." Cited in Encyclopedia Britannica Book of the Year for having made a "significant contribution to learning" in the History of Mankind field. Accorded "Honorable Mention" in the French Colonial Historical Society Alf Heggoy Book Prize Competition.
Paradoxe au Paradis: de la Politique à la Martinique.  Paris: L'Harmattan, 1992. Revised, 

updated and translated version of Elections and Ethnicity in French Martinique.
Elections in Nigeria: A Grassroots Perspective.  Boulder and London: Lynne Rienner 
Publishers, 1988.

Elections and Ethnicity in French Martinique. A Paradox in Paradise.  New York: Praeger, 

1986.
Special Issues Editor for Scholarly Journals 
(citational specifics in regional/thematic sections below) 
French Politics, Culture & Society.  Guest editor on Aimé Césaire, 2009.
African Studies Review. Guest editor on Islamism in West Africa, 2004.

Bridges: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Theology, Philosophy, History, and Science.  Guest 


editor on Third World Views of the Holocaust, 2003.
Journal of Genocide Research. Guest editor on the politics of comparative genocide, 2003.
Other Publications Dealing With Africa


Articles in Scholarly Journals

“Strange Bedfellows at the United Nations: African Religions, Human Rights Covenants, and 

Faith-Based Initiatives for Peace and Development.” The Review of Faith & International Affairs 17:2 (2019), pp. 26-36.

“Postcolonial Borderland Legacies of Anglo–French Partition in West Africa.” African Studies 
Review 58:3 (2015), pp. 191-213.
“Deploying Development to Counter Terrorism: Post-9/11 Transformation of U.S. Foreign Aid 

to Africa.” African Studies Review 55:3 (2012), pp. 27-60.
“Islamism in West Africa: Internal Dynamics and U.S. Responses.” The Fletcher Forum of 


World Affairs 32:2 (2008), pp. 9-13.

“The Rabbi’s Well: A Case Study in the Micropolitics of Foreign Aid in Muslim West Africa.” 

African Studies Review 51:1 (2008), pp. 41-57.

“Labeling ‘Genocide’ in Sudan: A Constructionist Analysis of Darfur.”  Genocide Studies and 


Prevention 1:3 (2006), pp. 251-263.

“Development, Not Division: Local versus External Perceptions of the Niger-Nigeria boundary.”


Journal of Modern African Studies 43:2 (2005), pp. 297-320.

“Islamism in West Africa: Introduction” and “Conclusions” (Guest editor of special issue).


African Studies Review 47:2 (2004), pp. 55-59 and 109-116.

“Shari’a as De-Africanization: Evidence from Hausaland.” Africa Today 50:1 (2003), 


pp. 50-75.

“Post-Genocide Survivorship in Rwanda” [with reference to the Shoah].  Bridges: An 


Interdisciplinary Journal of Theology, Philosophy, History, and Science 9 (2002), 


pp. 171-193.

“Muslim Ethnopolitics and Presidential Elections in Nigeria.”  Journal of Muslim Minority 


Affairs 20 (2000), pp.  229-241.

"Decolonization as Disintegration: the Disestablishment of the State in Chad." Journal of Asian and African Studies 30 (1995), pp. 41-52.

"Tragic Tradeoffs: Democracy and Security in Chad." Journal of Modern African Studies 33 (1995), pp. 53-65.
"Colonial Hausa Idioms: Towards a West African Ethno-ethnohistory." African Studies Review 36:2 (1993), pp. 11-30.

"Hausa Dreams." Anthropologica 35 (1993), pp. 105-116.

"Nationalism Versus Ethnic Identity in Sub-Saharan Africa."  American Political Science Review 85:2 (June 1991), pp. 393-403 [co-authored with David Rochefort].  Reprinted in Nikolaos Zahariadis, ed., Theory, Case, and Method in Comparative Politics. Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1997.

"The Rally as Ritual:  Dramaturgical Politics in Nigerian Hausaland." Comparative Politics 21:3 (April, 1989), pp. 323-338.
"Partitioned Royalty: The Evolution of Hausa Chiefs in Nigeria and Niger." The Journal of Modern African Studies 25:2 (1987), pp. 233-258.

"Self-Identity, Ethnic Affinity, and National Consciousness:  An Example from Rural Hausaland." Ethnic and Racial Studies 9:4 (October, 1986), pp. 427-444.
"Islam and Development in the Western Sahel: Engine or Brake?" Journal. Institute of Muslim Minority Affairs 7:2 (July, 1986), pp. 439-463.


(See also “... an Africanist Analysis,” “Legacies of Anglo-French Colonial Borders…”, 

“Traditional Rulers and 
Development Administration…” and “Comparative Decolonization…” 

referenced above under Transregional Topics; “Holocaust Consciousness, Igbo Jewish Identity, 

and the Resurgence of Biafran Nationalism in Nigeria, “Among the ‘Jubos’…” and Book 

Reviews referenced below under Other Publications Dealing With Israel, the Jewish 

Diaspora, and the Holocaust; and “Bull, Goats, and Pedagogy…” referenced below under   


Publications on Pedagogy and Research Ethics.)

Chapters in Edited Volumes Dealing With Africa
 “Jihads and borders. Social networks and spatial patterns in Africa, present, past and future.” 


In African Border Disorders. Addressing Transnational Extremist Organizations, edited


with Oliver Walther.  London: Routledge, 2018, pp. 187-205.

“African Islamist Terrorism and the Geopolitical Fracturing of Postcolonial Borders.”  In The Return of Geopolitics, edited by Albert J. Bergesen and Christian Suter. Zurich: Lit Verlag, 2018, pp. 137-149.

“Religious Movements, Governance, and Development in Africa.”  In Sustainable Development and Human Security. Governance as the Missing Link, edited by Louis A. Picard,  Terry F. Buss, Taylor B. Seybolt, and Macrina C. Lelei.  Boca Raton: CRC Press, 2015, pp. 195-208.

“The Evolving African Boundary: Reflections on Two Decades of Niger-Nigeria Border Crossing.”  In That They May Be One. African Boundaries and Regional Integration, edited by Yomi Akinyeye. Imeko, Nigeria: African Regional Institute, 2008, pp. 43-83.
“A Horse, a Chief and a Political Anthropologist. Indigenous Politics, Conflict Resolution and Globalization in Niger.” In Indigenous Political Structures and Governance in Africa,


edited by Olufemi Vaughan. Ibadan, Nigeria: Sefer Books, 2003. Reprinted in Tradition and Politics. Indigenous Political Structures in Africa. Trenton, New Jersey: First Africa World Press, 2005.

“Religious Pluralisms in Northern Nigeria.” In History of Islam in Africa, edited by Nehemia Levtzion and Randall Pouwels.   Athens, Ohio: Ohio University Press, 2000, pp. 209-226.

“Niger.” Worldmark Chronology of the Nations. The Gale Group, 1999.

“The Reality and Promise of Partition in Hausaland.”  In The Nigeria-Niger Transborder Cooperation, edited by A.I. Asiwaju and B.M. Barkindo.  Lagos: National Boundary Commission, 1993, pp. 111-121.

“Islam and Development in West Africa.  In West African Regional Cooperation and Development, edited by Julius Okolo and Stephen Wright.  Boulder:  Westview Press, 1990, pp. 215-240.


(See also “West African Islam…” and “West Africa Transformed…” referenced above 


under Books.) 
Book Review, Literary Review, Magazine, and Newspaper Essays Dealing with Africa
“‘Hide Not Your Sorrow.’ A phone call and a lesson from Niger in the time of COVID.” 


WorldView. Fall 2020.

“Interfaith Pandemic Solidarity.” The Wisdom Daily. October 20, 2020. 

“The Niger that I Know.”  The Christian Science Monitor. May 16, 2018.

Of Camille Lefebvre’s Frontières de sable, frontières de papier: histoire de territoires et de 

frontières, du Jihad de Sokoto à la colonisation française, XIXe-XXe siècles
.  In Le 

Mouvement Social. Revue d’histoire sociale. Posted May 19, 2018.

“Brothers of the Road.”  Tufts Magazine.  Summer 2015, pp. 24-25.

“Muhammadu Buhari or Goodluck Jonathan? Nigeria’s Fateful Choice.” AFRICAPLUS, 
February 10, 2015.
“Boko Haram kämpft in Nordnigeria auch gegen populäre Glaubensformen.”  Welt-Sichten 5, 


2015.

“The Islamic State won’t find it easy to wipe out postcolonial borders.” The Washington Post 


blog Monkey Cage, September 10, 2014.

“Taking Apart Boko Haram.”
 Cognoscenti (on-line platform of National Public Radio station 

WBUR).  May 9, 2014.
“A Used Book, A Lost Era.” Chronicle of Higher Education. November 4, 2013.

“Peace Corps Reproduction.” WorldView.  Summer 2011, pp. 37-8.

“Justice in the Saddle.”  WorldView.  Winter, 2008, pp. 41-3.

“Letter from Ouagadougou.”  The Antioch Review 64:1 (Winter 2006), pp. 99-116.

“The Niger We Should Know.”  The Boston Globe. August 23, 2005, p. A-15.

“Descartes by Firelight – Niger.”  WorldView. Fall 2005, p. 66.

“Islamism in Africa.” The World & I. December 2003, pp. 257-265.

“Letter from Kigali: After-Life.” WorldView 16:4 (Fall 2003), pp. 23-26.

“A Lie.”  Commonweal 126:10 (May 21, 1999), p. 31.

“Gracious Hosts, Superpower Guests.”  The Humanist. A Magazine of Critical Inquiry and Social Concern 58:4 (July/August 1998).


(See also “Black African Muslim in the Jewish State…”, “Jewish in Muslim Black 

Africa…”, “Hamites and Hebrews…”, “The Nazi Holocaust and the Rwandan Genocide”, and “The Forgotten Holocaust” referenced below under Israel, the Jewish Diaspora, and the Holocaust.)
Websites
The Language of African Music: Bello Ballad Band – ALMA (msu.edu)
African Borderlands Community Development - Politics of Developing Nations (ABCD-PDN) Project
Other Publications Dealing With Israel, the Jewish Diaspora, and the Holocaust 


Scholarly and Literary Journal Articles, Book Chapters, Monographs, and Encyclopedia Entry
“Holocaust Consciousness, Igbo Jewish Identity, and the Resurgence of Biafran Nationalism in 

Nigeria.” Journal of Jewish Identities 16:1&2 (January/July 2023), pp. 57-78.
“When Men Become Orthodox in Israel – Druze-Style.”  Anthropology of the Middle East 17:2 

(Winter 2022), pp. 140-158.
“My (Jewish) Martinique.” The Jewish Quarterly 249 (August 2022), pp. 45-51.

“As the Druze Go, So Goes the Middle East.” Current History 120:830 (2021), pp. 366-371.

“Open ‘Secrets’ and Uncomfortable Truths: Druze, Jews and Israel’s New Nationality Law.”  


Anthropology Now 12:3 (2021), pp. 56-63.

“Les Juifs de Madagascar.” In Edith Bruder, ed., Juifs d’Ailleurs. Diasporas oubliée, identités 

singulières.  Paris: Albin Michel (2020), pp. 322-325.

“The Divided Druze: Legacies of Colonial Partition for an Historically Persecuted Minority.”


Journal of South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 42:4 (2019), pp. 18-32.

“Who is a Jew (in Africa)? Definitional and Ethical Considerations in the Study of Sub-Saharan 
Jewry and Judaism.” The Journal of the Middle East and Africa 10:1 (2019), pp. 1-15.

“Concentric Circles of Jewish/Israelite Identity in Sub-Saharan Africa.” In Marla 

Brettschneider, Edith Bruder, Magdel Le Roux, eds., Africana Jewish Journeys. Studies in African Judaism. Newcastle upon Tyne, England: Cambridge Scholars Publishing (2019), pp. 106-122.

“Arab Minority Voting in Israel.” Democratization 25:1 (2018), pp. 98-114.

 “Malagasy Judaism: The ‘who is a Jew?’ conundrum comes to Madagascar.” Anthropology 

Today 33:6 (2017), pp. 7-10 and back cover.

“African Judaism and New Religious Movements:  Repainting the ‘White House’ of Judaism.”  


In In the Shadow of Moses. New Jewish Movements in Africa and the Diaspora (2016).  


Los Angeles: Tsehai Publishers (2016), pp. 1-23.

“Between Ashkenaz and Québécois: Fifty Years of Francophone Sephardim in Montréal.”


Diaspora. A Journal of Transnational Studies (2012): volume 16, number 1/2 (2007), pp. 

29-66.
“Among the ‘Jubos’ During on the Festival of Lights.” Transition 105 (2011), pp. 30-45.
“Border Pedagogy in Israel.” The Middle East Journal 65:2 (2011), pp. 253-277.

“La Créolité et les Juifs de la Martinique.”  Pouvoirs Dans la Caraïbe 16 (2009/2010), pp. 129-

160.  (Revised and updated translation of “Caribbean Hybridity and the Jews of 

Martinique,” 2005).

“Jewish Diaspora from the Perspective of the Diaspora.”  Encyclopedia of the Israeli-Palestinian

Conflict, ed. Cheryl Rubenberg.  Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers (2010), pp. 326-329.

“Dueling Border Tours: Jerusalem.” Annals of Tourism Research 37:2 (2010), pp. 555-559.

“Indigenization of the Holocaust and the Tehran Holocaust Conference: Iranian Aberration or 

Third World Trend?”  Human Rights Review 10:4 (2009), pp. 505-520.

“Caribbean Hybridity and the Jews of Martinique.”  In Kristin Ruggiero, ed., The Jewish 

Diaspora in Latin America and the Caribbean. Fragments of Memory.  Brighton, U.K.:

Sussex Academic Press, 2005.

“Third World views of the Holocaust.” Journal of Genocide Research 6:3 (2004), pp. 371-393. 

“Measuring Satisfaction in Jewish ‘Utopia’.  A comparative analysis of the Reform kibbutzim.”


Journal of Modern Jewish Studies 3:1 (2004), pp. 87-109 [co-authored with Gretchen 

Weismann].

“Preface. Third World Views of the Holocaust” (Guest editor of special issue).  Bridges: An 

Interdisciplinary Journal of Theology, Philosophy, History, and Science 10:3/4 (2003), 

pp. xxi-xxv; 193-301.

“Aimé Césaire and My Jewish Question.” Wadabagei. A Journal of the Caribbean and Its 

Diaspora 6 (2003), pp. 171-182.

“Mid-Life Crisis, Kibbutz Style.”  Shofar. An Interdisciplinary Journal of Jewish Studies 21


(2003), pp. 82-100.

“The Nazi Holocaust and the Rwandan Genocide. The politics of comparison.” Journal of


Genocide Research 5 (2003), pp. 131-135; also, guest editor of “Round Table” articles,


pp. 135-148.

“Auschwitz: Museum Interpretation and Darker Tourism.” Annals of Tourism Research 29 

(2002), pp. 1175-1178.

“Intellectualizing the Holocaust.” The Chronicle Review. Section 2 of The Chronicle of Higher 


Education 48 (June 14, 2002), p. B5.

“Report on an international symposium: ‘Third World Views of the Holocaust,’ Northeastern 

University, Boston, April 18-20, 2001.”  Journal of Genocide Research 3 (2001), pp. 511-513.

“Hamites and Hebrews: problems in ‘Judaizing’ the Rwandan Genocide.” Journal of Genocide 


Research  2 (2000), pp. 107-115.

“Post-communist Holocaust Commemoration in Poland and Germany.” The Journal of 


Holocaust Education 9:1 (2000), pp. 33-50.

“Jews in Paradise.” Transition 77 (1998), pp. 58-68.

“Negritude and Judaism.” Western Journal of Black Studies 21:2 (1997), pp. 99-105.

“Black African Muslim in the Jewish State: Lessons of Colonial Nigeria for Contemporary Jerusalem.” Issue: A Journal of Opinion {African Studies Association} 25 (1997), 


pp. 39-42.
International and Minoritarian Francophonie: Convergence and Contradiction.  Gitelson Peace Publication, The Harry S. Truman Research Institute for the Advancement of Peace, Hebrew University, 1995 (22 pages).

“Minoritarian Francophonie: The Case of Israel and The Palestinian Territories.”  International Migration Review 29 (1995), pp. 1023-1040.

“Palesamaria:  An Arab-Jewish State.”  International Journal on World Peace 8:3 (September, 1991), pp. 68-71.

“Jewish in Muslim Black Africa: Reflections on the Mazrui-Habtu Debate.”  Issue: A Journal of Opinion 15 (1987), pp. 45-48.  [Reprinted in Black Diaspora. A Global Black Magazine September 1999, pp. 72-73.]

Book Reviews and Review Essays

“Who Is An African Jew?” On Noah Tamarkin’s Genetic Afterlives: Black Jewish Indigeneity 

in South Africa. In Current History 120:825 (2021), pp. 200-202.

“The ‘White House’ of Judaism: Under Renovation, New Hues May Apply.”  On Edith Bruder 
and Tudor Parfitt, eds. African Zion: Studies in Black Judaism and Tudor Parfitt’s Black 
Jews in Africa and the Americas.  In African Studies Quarterly 14: 1 & 2 (2013), pp. 111-

113.
On Edith Bruder’s The Black Jews of Africa: History, Religion, Identity and Richard Hull’s Jews 


and Judaism in African History.  In African Studies Quarterly 11:2 & 3 (2010), pp. 153-


155.

On John Hunwick’s Jews of a Saharan Oasis: Elimination of the Tamantit Community.  In The 


International Journal of African Historical Studies 39:3 (2006), pp. 511-512.

On Geniève Pitot’s The Mauritian Shekel. The Story of the Jewish Detainees in Mauritius, 1940- 

1945.  In Mauritius Shalom Magazine (1999).
Magazines, Newspapers, Newsletters, Blogs and Literary Reviews Dealing with Israel, the Jewish Diaspora, and the Holocaust 
Whose Ten Commandments?  The Wisdom Daily, May 24, 2023.

An Encounter with a “Friendly” Fascist at the YMCA. The Wisdom Daily, February 9, 2022.

“Morocco, Soccer, and the Jews.”  The Wisdom Daily, December 21, 2022.
The Political Science Found in High Holiday Prayers. The Wisdom Daily, September 15, 2021.
What’s Waiting at the Holocaust Museum in Nazareth? Mosaic Magazine, December 23, 2020.

Other: Ashkenazi, Reflections on the 2020 Census. The Wisdom Daily, October 30, 2020.

The Unconscionable Abandonment of Israel’s Druze. The Wisdom Daily, August 4, 2020.
Start-up Village (co-authored with Hisham Bader). The Jerusalem Report 29:10 (August 20, 

2018), pp. 42-43.

School Day One: Dispatch from Another Israel. Moment. October 3, 2017.

Operation Nissan: That Time I Smuggled Matzah Into An African Embassy. Forward, April 7, 

2017.
Not Your Typical Hebrew Teacher.The Jerusalem Post Magazine, February 19, 2016.

“Rat von Rabbi Google. Die jüdische Gemeinde in Nigeria wächst – und vertraut auf religiöse 


Unterweisung mittels Internet.” Welt-Sichten 2, 2016, pp. 44-47.

The Malagasy Secret.  The Jerusalem Report 26:12 (September 21, 2015), pp. 26-31.  Revised 


and reprinted in Kosher English (February 2016).
Then and Now: France, the French Language and the Holy Land. Cognoscenti (on-line 


platform of  National Public Radio station WBUR).  January 28, 2015.

Home on Leave: An Israeli Shabbat Scene. Times of Israel, November 15, 2014.
 
“An unorthodox Kaddish.” Jewish Voice & Herald, May 27, 2011, p. 22.

“Tisha B’Av at Ground Zero.”  New Vilna Review (on-line), Summer 2010.
“Other: Ashkenazi.” New Vilna Review (on-line), Spring 2010.

“A Lone Star – of David – Encounter.”  New Vilna Review (on-line),  Spring 2008.

“Seders in the Tropics.” CJ: Voices of Conservative/Masorti Judaism.  1:3 (Spring 2008), pp. 20-

22.

“Is Holocaust Denial Spreading?”  The ISG Newsletter (Institute for the Study of Genocide) 38 

(Spring 2007), pp. 2-8.

“Echoes of the Holocaust in a Parisian Suburb.”  Contemporary Review 289:1684 (Spring 2007), 

pp. 60-61.

“Cadaver Worlds.”  Midstream (May/June 2005), pp. 11-13.

“Hanukka in Niger.” Hadassah Magazine 86:4 (December 2004), pp. 45-47 [co-authored with 

Arielle P. Miles].
“Tefillin in Thailand.” Moment. A conversation on Jewish culture, politics, and religion 28:6 

(December 2003), pp. 32-35.

“About Understanding.” Hadassah Magazine 85:4 (December 2003), p. 51.

“Happy Jew Fish.” Moment. A conversation on Jewish culture, politics, and religion 28:4 

(August 2003), pp. 35-37.

“The Forgotten Holocaust.” Moment. A conversation on Jewish culture, politics, and religion

28:3 (June 2003), pp. 36-40.

“The Jews File.” Moment. A conversation on Jewish culture, politics, and religion 28:1 

(February 2003), pp. 40-41.

“Looking in the Rearview Binoculars: It’s Never Too Late to Say Thanks.” The Forward.

February 7, 2003.

“Take Me to Your Leader: A Jerusalem Story.” Moment. A conversation on Jewish culture, 

politics, and religion 27:5 (October 2002), pp. 44-46.

“Sweeter than Sweet.” Moment. A conversation on Jewish culture, politics, and religion 26:6 

(December 2001), p. 48.

“Out of Egypt.” Moment. A conversation on Jewish culture, politics, and religion 26:4 (June 

2001), pp. 36-7.

“Touring Auschwitz.” Midstream (April 2001), pp. 11-12.

“Luxury Matzah.” Moment. A conversation on Jewish culture, politics, and religion 26:2 (April 


2001), 
p. 48.

“Armenian Genocide and the Jews.”  The Jewish Advocate, January 19-25, 2001, p. 17.

“From Hindi to Hebrew: Reflections of a Departing Fulbrighter.”  Mauritius Shalom Magazine (1997 Annual Issue), pp. 9-11.

“Twice Twenty-Three: A Bible Contest Winner Looks Back.”  Israel Studies Bulletin 12 (1997), pp. 16-20.

“The Jews of Martinique.”  Midstream. 1986 (February), pp. 31-33.

(See also “The Rabbi’s Well” and “Post-Genocide Survivorship…” listed above under scholarly articles on Africa; “Israel’s Religious Vote…” and Francophonie and Zionism” listed above under Transregional Topics; and “An Unquiet Sabbatical” listed below under Pedagogy and Research Ethics. 

Other Publications Dealing With the Caribbean


Articles in Scholarly and Literary Journals
“Black Islands, White Ocean: Postcolonial Paradoxes in a Caribbean ‘Paradise.’” Transition. The 
Magazine of Africa and the Diaspora. Hutchins Center for African & African-American 
Research, Harvard University. 131 (2021), pp. 255-270.

“Schizophrenic Island, Fifty Years After Fanon: Martinique, the Pent-Up ‘Paradise.’” 

International Journal of Francophone Studies 15:1 (2012), pp. 9-33.

“From Césaire to ‘Sarko’: Generational and Ideological Transitions in Martinique and France.”  

Contemporary French Civilization 34:1 (2010), pp. 173-201.

“Introduction: Aimé Césaire as Poet, Rebel Statesman” and “‘Metaphysical Considerations Can 

Come Later, But the People Have Children to Feed’: An Interview with Aimé Césaire”  

(Guest editor of special issue).  French Politics, Culture & Society 27:3 (2009), pp. 1-8 

and 63-75.

“Once Again, From a Distance. Martinique and the French Presidential Elections of 2007.”  

French Politics, Culture & Society 25:3 (2007), pp. 102-122.

“When is a nation ‘a nation’? Identity-formation within a French West Indian people 

(Martinique).”  Nations and Nationalism 12:4 (2006), pp. 631-652.

“Contradictions in the Caribbean: Martinique and the 2002 French National Elections.” French 

Politics, Culture & Society 21:3 (2003), pp. 107-126.

“The Irrelevance of Independence: Martinique and the French Presidential Elections of 2002.”


New West Indian Guide 77:3/4 (2003), pp. 221-252.

“Abolition, Independence, and Soccer: Premillennial Dilemmas of Martinican Identity.” French Politics and Society 17:2 (1999), pp. 23-33.

“Déjà Vu with a Difference: End of the Mitterrand Era and the McDonaldization of Martinique.” Caribbean Studies 28:2 (1995), pp. 339-368. 

“Electoral Flip-Flop in the French Caribbean: Mitterrand and Martinique.”  French Politics and Society 8:2 (Spring, 1990), pp. 39-52.

“Martinique and Morne-Vert:  French ‘Departmentalization’ or Caribbean  ‘Plantation Economy’?” Anthropology 10:1 (May, 1986), pp. 19-32.

“Mitterrand in the Caribbean:  Socialism (?) Comes to Martinique."  Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs 27:3 (Fall, 1985), pp. 63-79.
Book Chapters Dealing with the Caribbean
“Fifty Years of Assimilation: Assessing France’s Experience of Caribbean Decolonisation Through Administrative Reform.”  In Aaron Gamaliel Ramos and Angel Israel Rivera, eds., Islands at the Crossroads. Politics in the Non-Independent Caribbean.  Kingston, Jamaica: Ian Randle Publishers and Boulder: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2001.

“Martinique.” Countries and Their Cultures.  New York: Macmillan Reference, 2001.


Foreword to reissue of Michael M. Horowitz, Morne-Paysan. Peasant Village in Martinique (Waveland press, 1992), pp. ix-xi.

Magazine Articles Dealing with the Caribbean
“American Welfare Dad in the French Antilles.”  The Smart Set, July 20, 2019.
“Le Martiniquais et Son Double.”  Afro-Caribéen Tropic.  January 1985, pp. 10-12.

“Martinique et Barbade:  Deux Iles, Deux Destinés.”  Afro-Caribéen Tropic.  April-May 1984, pp. 37-41.


(See also “Millenarian Movements…” referenced above under Transregional Topics; and “My (Jewish) Martinique”, “Caribbean Hybridity…”, “Aimé Césaire…”, “The Jews File”, and “Negritude and Judaism”, referenced below under Israel, the Jewish Diaspora, and the Holocaust.)

Other Publications Dealing With the South Pacific

Articles in Scholarly Journals

"Pigs, Politics and Social Change in Vanuatu."  Society and Animals 5 (1997), pp. 155-167.

"Francophonie in Post-Colonial Vanuatu."  The Journal of Pacific History 29:1 (1994), pp. 49-65.

"Retour au Paradis? France and Vanuatu in the South Pacific." French Politics and Society 12:1 (1994), pp. 58-71.

Literary Review and Encyclopedia Essays

“Vanuatu Survivor.”  Contemporary Review 288:1683 (Winter 2006), pp. 462-469.

“Vanuatu.”  Encyclopedia of Western Colonialism since 1450.  Gale Group/Macmillan 

Reference, 2007.

Published Conference Proceeding  
“Anachronistic Antagonisms: France Versus Britain in the New Hebrides, 1966-1977.” Proceedings of the French Colonial Historical Society - 1993 (1994), pp. 200-215. 

Website

South Pacific Puzzle: Vanuatu Copes with Independence
Other Publications Dealing with India and the Indian Ocean

Articles in Scholarly Journals

“The Politics of Language Equilibrium in a Multilingual Society: Mauritius.” Comparative Politics 32:2 (2000), pp. 215-230.

“The Creole Malaise in Mauritius.” African Affairs 98 (1999), pp. 211-228.

“The Mauritius Enigma.” Journal of Democracy 10:2 (1999), pp. 91-104. 

“Linguistic Cohabitation: Frenglish in the Mauritian Press.” Journal of Language Problems and Language Planning 22:3 (1998), pp. 237-253. 

“Citizens Without Soil:  the French of India (Pondicherry).”  Ethnic and Racial Studies 13:2 (April, 1990), pp. 250-273.


Monograph, Literary Review, Encyclopedia, Occasional Paper, and Magazine Essays

Britain, France, and the Dual Colonial Inheritance of Mauritius: Mauritian Decolonization in 


Comparative Perspective.  The Hassam Toorawa Trust, Occasional Paper 8 (2008).

“Socialist Society in the Seychelles.”  Contemporary Review 287:1679 (December 2005), pp. 


340-350.

“A Family’s Progress in Mauritius.”  Contemporary Review 287: 1674 (July 2005), pp. 43-46.

“Destination Paradise.”  The Wilson Quarterly [Woodrow Wilson International Center for 


Scholars] 28:3 (2004), pp. 12-20.

“Mauritius. 1994-1996.” African Contemporary Record. New York: Holmes and Meier, 2001.

"Mauritius." Worldmark Chronology of the Nations. The Gale Group, 1999.

"Rodrigues: Where Jesus and Rambo Converge." Contemporary Review 274: 1601 (1999), pp. 316-318.

"Language Island." Worldview 11:4 (Fall 1998), pp. 57-63.

"Parlez-Vous Frenglish? The Politics of Language in Mauritius."  Northeastern University 


Magazine, May 1998, pp. 53-54.

Absorbing International Boundaries Within a National Framework:  Pondicherry and the French Indian Experience.  University of Durham (U.K.), International Boundaries Research Unit, Territory Briefing 5, 1993 (17 pages).

“Defective Decolonization:  the Pondichéry Legacy.” Proceedings of the French Colonial Historical Society - 1990 (1992), pp. 142-153.

Book Review of Ajit Neogy's book on French decolonization in India in l'Homme 56.


(See also “Jews in Paradise,” referenced above under Israel, the Jewish Diaspora, and  

 the Holocaust.)

Publications on Transregional Topics


Articles/Chapters in Scholarly Journals/Books
“‘Stop the Sahara!’ Combating Climate Change and Desertification in the Niger-Nigeria 

Borderlands, with Wildlife Lessons from the Negev.”  In Bewildering Borders: the Economy of Conservation in Africa, eds. Werner Zips and Manuela Zips-Mairitsch. Munster: LIT Verlag, 2020.

“Israel’s Religious Vote in Comparative Perspective: an Africanist Analysis.”  Israel Affairs 16:1 


(2010), pp. 179-200.  Reprinted in Shmuel Sandler et. al. eds., Israel at the Polls 2009. 


London: Routledge (2011).

“Millenarian Movements as Cultural Resistance: The Karen [Thailand, Myanmar] and Martinican Cases.”  Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 30:3 (2010), pp. 644-659.

“Legacies of Anglo-French Colonial Borders: A West African and Southeast Asian Comparison.” Journal of Borderlands Studies 23:2 (2008), pp. 83-102.

“Democracy Without Sovereignty: France’s Post-Colonial Paradox.” The Brown Journal of World Affairs 11:2 (2005), pp. 223-234.

"Francophonie and Zionism: A Comparative Study in Transnationalism and Trans-Statism." Diaspora. A Journal of Transnational Studies 7:2 (1998), pp. 119-148 [co-authored with Gabriel Sheffer].

"Political Para-theology: Rethinking Religion and Politics and Democracy."  Third World Quarterly 17:3 (1996), pp. 525-535.

"Traditional Rulers and Development Administration: Chieftaincy in Niger, Nigeria and Vanuatu."  Studies in Comparative International Development 28:3 (1993), pp. 31-50.

"Comparative Decolonization: French West Africa, French Caribbean, French India." 

Contemporary French Civilization 14:2 (Summer/Fall, 1990), pp. 212-226.
Publications on Pedagogy and Research Ethics 
“What’s in a Name (and Masked Face)?” Vassar Quarterly 118:2 (Summer 2022), p. 96.

“A Mentor, Dementia, and an Unending Moral Debt to the Academy.” Change. The Magazine 
of Higher Learning 52:6 (November/December 2020).
“An Unquiet Sabbatical.” The Chronicle of Higher Education.  January 23, 2009, p. B 24.
“Bulls, Goats, and Pedagogy: Engaging Students in Overseas Development Aid.” PS: Political 
Science and Politics 42:181-7 (2009).
“Taking Over the Times?” Change. The Magazine of Higher Learning 32:6 November/December 2000), pp. 52, 57.

“Strangers in Our Own Land: a Family Without Television.” Chronicle of Higher Education, February 11, 2000, p. B8.

“Tenure, Promotion, and Pig-Killing.”  Change. The Magazine of Higher Learning 30:5 (September/October 1998).

“Who is a Spy?” Northeastern Alumni Magazine.  September, 1990, p. 48.

“Motives, Morality and Methodology in Third World Research.” PS:  Political Science and Politics 22:4 (December, 1989), pp. 852-855.

“Staging the Revolution (in Politics 101).” The Political Science Teacher 1:1 (Winter, 1988), 


p. 2.


 (See also “Border Pedagogy in Israel,” “Intellectualizing the Holocaust,” and “Cadaver Worlds” referenced   

       above under Israel, the Jewish Diaspora, and the Holocaust.)
Magazine and Newspaper Travel Essays
“Interfaith Pandemic Solidarity.” The Wisdom Daily, October 20, 2020.

“Gone Postal.”  Tufts Magazine, Summer 2007, pp. 40-42.

“Uniting Two Strangers.”  Vassar Quarterly 103:1 (Winter 2006), p. 64.

“Touring That Quiet World Behind Your Eyelids.”  Boston Sunday Globe, June 4, 2006, M7.

“Profiling Soles.” The Boston Globe, September 23, 2005, Opinion Page (A19).

“Our Telephonic Primacy.”  The Boston Globe, March 21, 2005, Opinion Page (A12).

“Team Bush Runs Out the Clock.”  Boston Herald American, December 25, 2001, Opinion Page.

“Doing What Sylvester Stallone Wouldn’t Dare.”  Boston Sunday Globe, March 26, 2000, pp. M18 & M18.

“A Worldly Haircut Takes Faith.”  Boston Sunday Globe, February 22, 1998, pp. M1 & M19.

SPONSORED OVERSEAS RESEARCH

Niger, 2023 (3 weeks, extended to 4 on account of coup d’état). Consciousness-raising campaign 


along Niger-Nigeria border.

Israel, Morocco, India, 2022-2023 (4.5 months).  Research into Covid-19 post-pandemic 


diaspora.

Cameroon, Nigeria, 2017-2018 (3 weeks).  Fieldwork among indigenous Jewish communities.

Israel, 2015, 2016 (5 months). Fieldwork in Druze village along Lebanese border.

Madagascar, 2015 (4 weeks). Comparative analysis of Francophonie in Madagascar.

Senegal, Ghana and Burkina Faso, 2014 (4 weeks).  Fieldwork among the Hausa Diaspora of 

West Africa.
Israel and Nigeria, 2009 (10 weeks).  Comparative study in religion and politics.

Martinique, 2007 (6 weeks). Study of French presidential elections.
Thailand, Myanmar and Laos, 2005, 2006, 2007 (8 weeks). Legacies of colonial partition in 


Southeast Asia. 

Niger and Nigeria, 2001, 2003-4 (4 weeks). Update of border study in partitioned Hausaland.

Martinique, 2001-2 (11 months).  Update of electoral study of overseas French department.

Israel, 1999 (summer). Case study of a Reform Movement kibbutz in the Arava desert.
Mauritius, 1996-7.  Year-long investigation into the politics of language and development in a multilingual society.

Israel, 1994.  Sabbatical half-year leave research and write-up on comparative francophonie.

Vanuatu, 1992 (summer) and 1991.  Study of development in a newly emerging Pacific island-nation.

India, 1987-8.  Research into the decolonization and contemporary evolution of French India.

Niger and Nigeria, 1986.  Survey research into national consciousness among rural Hausa.

Niger and Nigeria, 1983-4.  Comparative study of contemporary role of Hausa village chiefs.

West Indies (Martinique, Dominica, Haiti), 1982-3.  Political analysis of creoleophone islands.

Martinique, 1980-1.  Study of elections and politics in French overseas department.

Nigeria, 1980.  Socio-ecological study of rural Hausa village.

HONORS, GRANTS, AND FELLOWSHIPS

Fulbright Global Scholar Award. Research grant for “Wooing Home Diasporas: Post-Pandemic 
Challenges for India, Israel, Morocco,” 2021-2023.
American Philosophical Society. Research grant for “Partition Redux: Local Consequences to 
Contemporary Readjustment of a West African Boundary.” Awarded 2019, extended to 

2023.
American Academy for Jewish Research. Cross-Institutional Cooperative Grant, for “Jews in 


Muslim and Shared Diasporic Lands.” Awarded 2019, renewed in 2020.

Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture.  Research grant to investigate Holocaust consciousness 


among emerging Jewish communities in Sub-Saharan Africa, 2017-2018. Renewed for 


2019-2020.
Israel Institute.  Research grant for study of Hebrew language acquisition among Druze 

of Israel, September-December 2015 + July 2016.
American Philosophical Society, Research grant for “Madagascar Multilingualism in 

Comparative Perspective,” July, 2015.
Brandeis University, Summer Institute for Israel Studies, 2013 (including 10-day study tour in 


Israel.)
Quebec Studies Program research grant (Government of Québec, Ministry of International 

Relations and 
Francophonie).  “Francophone Sephardim in Montreal: Institutional, 

Diplomatic, and Demographic Trends,” 2009-10.
National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer Research Stipend for electoral study of 


French Antilles, 2007.

Earhart Foundation Fellowship for book research support on comparative colonialism, 2006.
Lewis and Clark Fund for Exploration and Field Research grant (American Philosophical 


Society) for “Field Work in Upper Mekong,” 2005.
Robert D. Klein Lecturer.  “Rhythm ‘n Jews.  The Musical Interplay Between Blacks and Jews 


in America.” Northeastern University, March 8, 2001.

American Philosophical Society grant for research on “African Border Life at the Millennium,”
awarded 2000.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Center for Advanced Studies, nationally 


competitive Summer Seminar for Faculty, 2000.

Fulbright Senior Scholar Research Fellowship for Africa (Mauritius), 1996-7.
Academic Specialist Program, United States Information Agency, February 1992.  Was featured 

speaker at American Studies Association of Nigeria conference on "Democracy, Nationalism, and National Integration."

Fulbright Senior Scholar Research Fellowship for the Pacific Islands (New Caledonia, Vanuatu), 1991.

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar for College Teachers, 1989.

American Institute of Indian Studies Professional Development Grant, 1987-8.

Fulbright Short-Term Research Grant for Nigeria, 1986.

International Security Studies Research Grant (Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy), 1984.

Fulbright Research Fellowship for Nigeria, 1983-4.

Shell International Studies Research Fellowship, 1982-3.

Edmund A. Gullion Prize (The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy), 1982.

Fletcher School Fellowship, 1981-2.

Fulbright-Hays French Government Teaching Assistantship for Martinique, 1980-1.

Peabody Fellowship for International Studies, 1979-80.

Phi Beta Kappa, elected 1977.

U.S. Representative to International Bible Contest, Jerusalem, 1971.

First Place Winner, National Bible Contest, 1970.
INVITED LECTURES, WORKSHOPS, CONFERENCES, KEYNOTING, AND 

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCES (Honorarium and/or Travel Provided by 

Conveners) 
“Power and Security in Africa: Borderland Cases in the Sahel and Great Lakes” (with Samuel B. 


Miles). Organisation of Economic Cooperation and Development/Sahel West Africa Club 

(OECD/SWAC) and African Borderlands Research Network (ABORNE). Paris, September 19, 2022.

“From College Grad to Professor via Peace Corps: Horse-Riding, Praise-Singing, and Rabbi-


Rousing in Niger.”  University of Utah, Middle East Center, April 11, 2022.

“Leadership Profiles from the Antipodes of Francophone Sub: Sahara: Cameroon and 


Madagascar.” ISGAP Conference on Contemporary Jewry in Sub-Saharan Africa (virtual 


conference), April 11, 2022.
“Middle Eastern Monotheism and the ‘Blood Covenant’ Between Druze and Jews.” Brigham 


Young University, Kennedy Center, April 8, 2022.
“From Biafra to Birkenau: Semitism, Philo-Semitism, and Anti-Semitism in Nigeria.” Yale 


Program for the Study of Antisemitism, Yale University, March 30, 2022.

“The Rabbi of Timbuktu.” Bnai Tikvah Adult Education Program, Canton, Massachusetts (via 


Zoom), October 16, 2020.

“‘The Rabbi Has Landed!’: Dispatches from the Giant of (Jewish) Nigeria.” Jewish Museum of 


Florida, February 25, 2019.
“‘Let us pray to Allah that the project continues’: Islam, Development, and Climate Change in 
Nigeria and Niger.” Jaffer Center for Muslim World Studies, Florida International 

University, February 26, 2019.
Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa (ASMEA). Travel grant to present 


research on “Becoming Orthodox in Israel – Druze-Style” in Washington, D.C., 

November 2, 2018.

Harvard Divinity School. “Jihad as Muslim Africa Border Shaper.” West Africa and the 


Maghreb Conference.  September 13-15, 2018.

African Borderlands Research Network. “Cell Phones in the Borderlands: Telephonic 


Sovereignty in Transboundary Africa.”  Caligari, Sardinia, Italy.  April 16-17, 2018.

Temple Reyim, Newton, Massachusetts.  African-Jewish Communities and Encounters. 

Rabbi 
Philip Kieval Scholar-in-Residence Weekend.  March 16-18, 2018.

Laboratoire d’Etudes et de Recherches sur les Dynamiques Sociales et le Développement Local 


(LASDEL), Niamey, Niger.  “From Developmentalism to Securitization and 
Environmentalism: Policy Changes towards the Nigeria-Niger Borderlands.” Workshop on Linking Borderlands Research and Policy in Africa and Europe: Tackling Translation Challenges. November 29-December 4, 2017.
Ahmadu Bello University, Gender Policy Unit, Zaria, Nigeria. “Achieving World Peace and 


Development: Does Female Leadership Make a Difference?” December 14, 2017.

Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa (ASMEA). Travel grant to present 

research on “The Jews of Sub-Saharan Africa” panel at annual conference Washington, 


D.C. October 20, 2017.

Temple Beth Tzedek, Amherst, New York.  Rabbi Isaac Klein Scholar-in-Residence Weekend.

June 9-11, 2017.

Brown University, Judaic Studies Department and Africana Studies. “Beyond Kush: The New 


Frontier of African Judaism.”  April 25, 2017.

Sarah Lawrence College.  “Deploying Development to Counter Terrorism: Sahelian Encounters


of the Post-Peace Corps Kind.” April 19, 2017.
University of Arizona. Return of Geopolitics conference.  “African Islamist Terrorism and the 


Fracturing of Postcolonial Borders.” April 4-5, 2016.
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.  Getting Things Done in Modern 


Day Africa conference. February 5, 2016.
Florida International University.  Jews and Color Symposium. “Afro-Judaism as Anti-
Colonialism.”  January 24, 2016.  (Presentation provided remotely on account of travel-inhibiting weather.) 

West African Research Association and Boston University African Studies Center. “Jews of West 

Africa: Past, Present and Future.” April 8, 2015.
Boston University, African Studies Center, Walter Rodney Seminar. “Franco-British Colonial 


Legacies in Borderlands.” January 26, 2015.
University of Eastern Finland, Joensuu.  First World Conference of the Association for 


Borderlands Studies. Conference theme: Post-Cold War Borders. Global Trends and 


Regional Responses. June 9-13, 2014.
Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon.  “Sharing Suffering and Empathy: Incorporating the 


Holocaust into Sub-Saharan African Thought and Commemoration
” (annual Holocaust 

Memorial Week lecture). April 30, 2014.
Amherst College, speaker in Provost’s Values, Identity, Scholarship and Arts (VISA) series.

April 11, 2014.
Florida International University, African & African Diaspora Studies Program. “Religion and 

Development in Africa.” February 24, 2014.

Initiative for Global Jewish Communities, Florida International University.  Roundtable on 


Black Jews and Judaism. February 23, 2014.
University of the French Antilles and Guiana, Research Center on Local Powers in the 
Caribbean, “From Imperial Science to International Relations” Workshop panel discussant.  December 11-12, 2013.
University of Miami, Africana Studies Program and Judaic Studies Program.  Presentation of 


research on Nigerian Jewry. October 14, 2013.
University of Vienna, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology.  “‘Stop the Sahara!’ 


Combatting Climate Change and Desertification in the Niger-Nigeria Borderlands.”

ABORNE Workshop on Transnational Conservation and Resource Governance in Africa.

September 28, 2013.

Harvard  Divinity School, Harvard University. “Political Islam in West Africa.”  April 14, 2013.

African Borderlands Research Network (ABORNE), Workshop on Transboundary Governance 

Systems and Regional Integration in Africa. “African Borderland Development Projects 

as Policy Instruments and Instructional Device.”  Université Gaston Berger, St. Louis, 

Senegal. January 14-15, 2013.
U.S. Embassy-Dakar, West African Research Center and Université Cheikh Anta Diop 

(Senegal). Invited talk at colloquium Césaire et Senghor à Cent Ans: Perspectives Trans-
Atlantiques et Pluri-Disciplinaires. Spoke (in French) on “Political Legacies of Negritude:  African Sovereignty, West Indian Assimilation, and the Frontiers of Identity in Martinique,” December 20-21, 2012.

“Bar Mitzvah in Abuja.” Walter Rodney Seminar, African Studies Center, Boston University, 
November 12, 2012.

Centre for African Studies, University of Edinburgh, Scotland.  Participation in African 

borderlands and studies conference, June 5-8, 2012.

University of Pittsburgh, Conference on Achieving Sustainable Development in Africa, March 


29-30, 2012. “Religious Movements, Governance, and Development in Africa.”
Institute for National Security and Counterterrorism, Syracuse University.  “Mental Maps, 

Mideast Peace: Evolving Israeli Perspectives of Their Borders,” February 8, 2012. www.youtube.com/watch?list=PL8I8145peiaaygtvwyOouG3TbRk1WztGO&v=dCtW7QMisE0
University of the French Antilles and Guiana, Research Center on Local Powers in the Caribbean,  “From Imperial Science to International Relations” planning meeting.  Dec. 9-10, 2011.
Center for African Studies, University Institute of Lisbon (Portugal).  Participation in African 


borderlands conference. September 21-4, 2011.
Washington State University, Foley Institute for Public Policy and Public Service and 


Department of English.  Presentations on political Islam, borderlands, and African 


Memoir. October 6-8, 2010.
New York University, French House. Panel on “The 2009 Strikes in Martinique and 


Guadeloupe.” April 22, 2009.

Yale University, Berkeley College Masters Tea. April 15, 2009.

Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. “Religion and Politics in Northern Nigeria:


A Comparative Perspective.” March 18, 2009.

Brandeis University, Tauber Center. Workshop on Diasporas. March 1, 2009.
The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Doctoral Conference. “Goats for Widows, Grist for 


Grad Students.” Panel on “Human Security as people-centered empowerment: What role 


for academics?” October 17, 2008. 

Kalamazoo College, Kalamazoo, Michigan. Guest speaker on “Understanding Islam in Africa 


After 9/11.” April 14, 2008.
American Philosophical Society. Annual Meeting, Philadelphia. April 25-27, 2007.

University of Connecticut (Storrs).  Foundations of Humanitarianism Program (Humanities 


Institute and Human Rights Institute) – Humanitarian Narratives of Inflicted Suffering. 


October 13-15, 2006.
Millersville University Annual Conference on the Holocaust. Confronting the Other: The 


Holocaust & Contemporary Issues of Racism & Xenophobia.  Delivered Reynold Koppel 


Keynote Lecture, April 2-3, 2006.
University of Texas-El Paso and Universidad Autonoma de Ciudad Juárez (Mexico).  Lineae 


Terrarum - International Borders Conference. March 27-30, 2006. 
University of Western Ontario.  Crisis in Darfur Conference. October 28-30, 2005. 

American Council of Learned Societies - Collaborative Research Network. Yale University, October 3-5, 2003; Chiang Mai University (Thailand), July 11-14, 2003; ACLS, New York, February 7-8, 2003.

University of Florida (Gainesville), Centers of African Studies (Baraza Seminar) and Jewish Studies. “Islam and Africa in Jerusalem.” January 24, 2003.

Conference on Indigenous Political Structures and Governance in Africa. University of Ibadan (Nigeria) and Ford Foundation. Ibadan, Nigeria, July 18-22, 2001.

Conference on Islam and the Electoral Process, International Institute for the Study of Islam in the Modern World.  Leiden, The Netherlands, “Muslim Political Discourse and the Elections in Nigeria.” December 10-12, 1999.
Seminar on Democratic Institutions of Burkina Faso. Université de Ouagadougou (Faculty of Law and Political Science) and United States Information Agency. “Une expérience étrangère de gestion des institutions démocratiques: les débuts du système américain.” March 5-8, 1997.
Colloquium on the Fiftieth Anniversary of Statehood [with France]. Université de la Réunion,  “Relations étrangères dans le cadre d'un département d'Outre-Mer: les rapports Réunion-Maurice.” December 6-10, 1996.

Colloquium on the Fiftieth Anniversary of Statehood [with France]. General Council of Martinique. “An Outside Observer's Perspective on Martinican Statehood” (in French). March 18-21, 1996.
Conference on Political Evolution and Development in the Caribbean.  University of the French Antilles and Guiana, Research Center on Local Powers in the Caribbean. “Leadership, Legitimacy and Mobilization.” November 23-25, 1994.
American Studies Association of Nigeria and United States Information Agency. University of  Port Harcourt (Nigeria). “American Democracy in the Post-Cold War Era.” February 26-7, 1992.

Boundary Commission of The Presidency of Nigeria. Nigeria-Niger Transborder Cooperation 

Workshop.  Kano, Nigeria, July 2-8, 1989.

OTHER SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS – IN FRENCH 

"La transformation des diasporas en mouvements transnationaux: les spécificités de la diaspora 
juive marocaine. Association Marocaine d’Etudes et de Recherches sur les Migrations 

(AMERM), Université Mohammed V, Rabat, Morocco, November 16, 2022.
“Migration et retour des cerveaux dans leurs pays d’origine.” Laboratoire d’Etudes 

Constitutionnelles et d’Analyse des Crises et Politiques, Université Cadi Ayyad, 


Marrakesh, Morocco, November 4, 2022.
“Trois Ans de Trumpéries : Analyse d’un Politologue Américaine.” University of the French 

Antilles, Martinique, December 12, 2019.

“Paradoxes de la Démocratie Américaine: Les Etats-Unis de Trump.” University of the French 

Antilles, Martinique, January 5, 2017.

“Une Frontière en Mouvance: Le Sahara” (“A Moving Boundary: the Sahara”).  International 

Conference on Walls in International Relations, Université de Québec à Montréal 

(UQAM), October 17, 2013.

“De l’Afrique Saharienne à la Diaspora Antillaise: Perspectives d’un Politologue Américain.”


Université Cheikh Anta Diop, Dakar, Senegal. July 25, 2012.
“Changements Récents dans l’Enseignement des Frontières dans les Ecoles Sécondaires 

Israéliennes” (Recent Changes in the Teaching of Borders in Israel’s Secondary Schools). 

International Conference on Fences, Walls and Borders: State of Insecurity?  Raoul 

Dandurand Chair of Strategic and Diplomatic Studies, and Association of Borderland 

Studies, Université de Québec à Montréal, May 17-18, 2011.

“La décolonisation dans une perspective comparatiste.” Programme Universités Européennes, Campus de Schœlcher, Martinique, July 2, 2002.
“Les élections présidentielles et législatives à la Martinique: Analyses et mises en perspective.”


Université des Antilles-Guyane, Martinique, June 27, 2002.
“Un Mois Après les Attentants [sur New York et Washington]: Où En Est Le Monde?”


Université des Antilles-Guyane, Martinique, October 11, 2001.

“Fifty Years of 'Assimilation': Assessing the French Experience of Decolonization through Departmentalization.” French Colonial Historical Society, Poitiers, France, June 4-7, 1996 (in French).

“Socialisme Français et Politique Martiniquaise:  Analyse et Perspectives.” National Institute of Administration and Management and Advanced International Studies (INAGHEI), Port-au-Prince, Haiti, January, 1983.
“Indes Françaises, Antilles Françaises:  Vers un Rapprochement.”  Les Amis de la Langue et 

Culture Françaises, Pondicherry, India, March 4, 1988.
“Culture et Politique aux Antilles Françaises.”  Student-Faculty Seminar, Pondicherry Central University, India, January 8, 1988.

“Martinican Politics:  A Dual-Paradigm Approach.”  Association of Caribbean Studies annual meeting, Martinique, July 25, 1984 (in French).
OTHER SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS - OVERSEAS
“Traditional and Non-Traditional Securities in the West African Sahel.” Roundtable on 

Traditional and Non-Traditional Securities.” Jindal School of International Affairs, Jindal 

Global University, Sonipat, India, March 29, 2023.

“Post-Colonial Indian Francophonie: Political, Cultural, and Linguistic Permutations.” 

Francophonie Day, Department of French, Pondicherry University, March 2023.
“Franco-Indian Diaspora.”  Alliance Française of West Bengal, Kolkata, India, March 16, 2023.

“Jewish India Diaspora.” Global Indian Diasporas conference, Centre for Diaspora Studies
 
Central University of Gujarat, Gandhinagar, India, February 23, 2023.
“‘Mother India, Father Israel’: Jewish Diaspora Between South Asia and the Middle East.”
South and Central Asia Fulbright Conference, Le Meridien, Kochi, India, February 27, 

2023. 
“My Career as a Fulbright Scholar, with Tips for Future Fulbrighters.” Jindal Global University, 

Sonipat, India, February 2023.
“India, Africa, and Beyond:  Reflections of a Fulbright Scholar (and Former Peace Corps 
Volunteer).” Rishihood University, Sonipat, India, February 17, 2023.

Why Study Political Science?” Jindal School of International Affairs, Jindal Global University, 
Sonipat, India, February 16, 2023.
“Indian Diasporas in a French Accent: From West Indies to East Indies by Way of Indian 

Ocean.” School of Liberal Arts and Humanities, Jindal Global University, Sonipat, India, 

February 2023.
“‘Fanonian Masks’ and ‘Rising Expectations’: Interpreting Druze Reactions to the 2018 

Nationality Law.” Association for Israel Studies, Bar Ilan University, Israel, June 27, 

2022.

“Assimilation, Integration, and the Druze: A Comparative Analysis of the Nationality Law 

Pushback.”  Moshe Dayan Center Roundtable, Tel Aviv University, June 12, 2022.

“Brain Drain Reversal Policies in a Post-Pandemic Era: A Comparative and Diasporic 

Approach.”  Department of Public Policy, Tel Aviv University, June 8, 2022.

“Start-up Village: Transformation of a Rural Druze Outpost into a Northern Cyber/Tech 

Contender.” Kinneret College on the Sea of Galilee, Israel, June 24, 2019.

Partitions of India and Palestine panelist, Association for Israel Studies, Kinneret College on the 

Sea of Galilee, Israel, June 26, 2019.

“The Divided Druze: Legacies of Colonial Partition for an Historically Persecuted Minority.”  

Association for Borderland Studies, Vienna and Budapest, July 14-18, 2018.
“Post-Modernity and the Druze: ‘Westernization’ of an Indigenous Israeli Minority.” Association for 

Israel Studies, Jerusalem, Israel, June 21, 2016.

“Concentric Circles of Jewish Identity in Africa.” International Society for the Study of African Jewry, 

Paris, France, November 11, 2015.

“From Border Interface to Interfaith: Re-Africanization of Judaism and Zionism.” Borders at the 

Interface: Bordering Europe, Africa and the Middle East International Conference.  Ben-Gurion 

University of the Negev, Beersheva, Israel, December 10, 2014.
“The Holocaust and the Third World” (panel chair).  International Association of Genocide Scholars biennial meeting, National University of Ireland, Galway, June 10, 2003.

 “Martinique, Marranos and Maroons.” Caribbean Studies Association, Nassau, Bahamas, May 27-June 1, 2002.

“Third World Views of the Holocaust.” Life After Death International Conference, Kigali, Rwanda, November 25-30, 2001.

“Mauritian Decolonization in Comparative Context: The Anglo-French Dimension.” Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Mauritius, Conference on "Decolonisation," December 8-12, 1998. 

“Colonialisme et Décolonisation: une perspective comparative.” Université des Antilles et de la Guyane, Martinique, July 17, 1998.
“Brown Skin, French Tongues: Francophone Indians.”  Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Mauritius, July 14, 1997.
“Glorious Impurism: Frenglish in the Mauritian Press.”   International Seminar on the British Legacy in Mauritius, Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Mauritius, May 6-9, 1997.

 “Francophonie-in-Exile: A Transnational Assessment.”  The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Research Institute for Innovation in Education, School of Education, Conference on Immigration, Language Acquisition and Patterns of Social Integration, June 29-30, 1994.

“African Boundaries.” Tel Aviv University, Hebrew University, 1994.               

“American Politics and T.V.”  University of the South Pacific, Port Vila, Vanuatu, Aug.  5, 1992.

“Impact of the Dual Colonial System on Development in Vanuatu.”  Pacific Islands Development Program, East-West Center, University of Hawaii, July 10, 1992.

University of Sydney department of economic history seminar, Australia, September 3, 1991.

“The Condominium in Comparative Perspective.”  Vanuatu Centre for International Relations, Port Vila, Vanuatu, August 27, 1991. 
“National Consciousness and Self-Identity in Hausaland:  Case Studies on the Niger-Nigeria Frontier.”  Faculty-Graduate Student Seminar, Bayero Universtiy, Kano, Nigeria, January 17, 1984.
OTHER CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR ACTIVITIES - NORTH AMERICA

“‘Mother India, Father Israel, Brother Morocco’: A Diasporic Tryptic.” Association for Israel 

Studies, New York University, June 27, 2023.

“A Case Study of Hyper-Securitization and Sclerosis of the Border in the Trans-Sahara.” African 
Studies Association, Virtual Conference, November 20, 2021.

“Reexamining Counter-Terrorism in the Trans-Sahara: A Decade’s Balance Sheet.” (Convener


of Roundtable). African Studies Association Roundtable, Virtual Conference, November 

20, 2021.

“After Israel’s Nationality Law of 2018: Is the ‘Blood Covenant’ Broken for the Druze?”  

Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa, Washington, D.C., November 

14, 2021.

“Witchcraft Among Malagasy and Igbo Jews.”  African Studies Association, Boston, November 

23, 2019.

“Cellular Technology and National Sovereignty in Africa.” Association for the Study of the 

Middle East and Africa (ASMEA), Washington, D.C., November 3, 2018.

“De Facto Zionism: ‘Love of Israel’ and the ‘Covenant of Blood.’” Association for Israel 


Studies annual convention, Brandeis University, June 12, 2017.

“Understanding Change in African Politics: Islamist Terrorism and the Fracturing of 

Postcolonial Borders.” International Studies Association annual convention, Baltimore, 

February 23, 2017.

“Concentric Rings and Messianic Poseurs: Ethical Obligations of Western Academic Writing on 
Emerging Jewish Communities in Africa.”  Roundtable on “Studying ‘Emerging’ Jewish 

Groups in Africa: Curiosity, Policy, and Reciprocity.” African Studies Association 
annual meeting, Washington, D.C., December 2, 2016.

“Black Judaism.” (Convener of two Roundtables; presenter of “Repainting the ‘White House’ of 
Judaism.”) African Studies Association annual meeting, Indianapolis, November 20, 

2014.
“After ‘Wildcat’ in Mali: The Future of Trans-Saharan Counter-Terrorism” (Roundtable 

convener and presenter).  African Studies Association annual meeting, Baltimore, 

November 21, 2013.

“Flux in West African Borderlands: Resettlement, Regional Trade, and Identity.” (Panel 
convener and presenting chair).  African Studies Association annual meeting, Baltimore, 

November 23, 2013.
“Borderlands in Historical Perspective” (Roundtable convener and presenter).  African Studies 

Association annual meeting, Philadelphia, November 29-December 1, 2012.
“Rethinking Counter-Terrorism in the Trans-Sahel: Development, Decentralization, and 
Capacity Building” (Roundtable convener and presenter).  African Studies Association annual meeting, Washington, D.C., November 17-19, 2011.
 “Genocide or Terrorism? The ‘Greater Evil’ Dilemma for U.S. Policy in the Sahel.”  African 

Studies Association annual meeting, San Francisco, November 18-21, 2010.
“Teaching African Politics” (roundtable presenter).  African Studies Association annual meeting, 

New Orleans, November 19-22, 2009.
“Third World Views of the Holocaust: Digitization, Dissemination and Global Diffusion.”  

Centre for Oral History and Digital Storytelling and the Montreal Life Stories Project, 

conference, on Remembering War, Genocide and Other Human Rights Violations: Oral History, New Media and the Arts. Concordia University, Montreal, November 5-8, 2009. 
“Genocide and Its Prevention in the Sahel” (Panel convenor and presenter of paper on “Dangers 

of Darfurization: Chad’s Vulnerability and Prospects for Prevention.”)  International 

Association of Genocide Scholars, June 7-10, 2009, George Mason University.
“Religion and Politics in Muslim West Africa and the Middle East: A Comparative Perspective.”


Roger Williams University Conference on Religion and the State in Islam and the West, 
April 23-26, 2009.
“My African Horse Problem.” Walter Rodney Seminar, African Studies Center, Boston 


University, April 6, 2009.

“Counter-Terrorism in West Africa” (Roundtable convenor, chair and presenter). African Studies 

Association annual meeting, Chicago, November 13-16, 2008.
“Teaching about Darfur: Genocide Before our Eyes and the Ongoing Challenges of 

Humanitarianism” (panelist).  American Sociological Association annual meeting,

August 4, 2008.
“When Ph.D. Meets G.I.: The Format and Ethics of Africanist Consulting for the U.S. Military.” 

Walter Rodney Seminar, African Studies Center, Boston University, February 4, 2008.

“Border Spaces and Borderlands: Actors, Research, Prospects” (Roundtable convenor, chair and 

presenter).  African Studies Association annual meeting, New York, October 19, 2007.

“The Tehran Holocaust Conference: Iranian Aberration or Third World Trend?”  Montreal 

Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies (MIGS), Concordia University, January 

19, 2007.
“The Rabbi’s Well: A Case Study in the Micropolitics of Foreign Aid in Muslim West Africa.”


African Studies Association annual meeting, San Francisco, November 16-19, 2006.

“Benjamin Franklin, Lewis and Clark, and the Golden Triangle.” Brown University, Watson 

Institute of International Studies, January 31, 2006.

“Anatomy of a Boundary: Local versus External Perceptions in a Nigeria-Niger Borderland.” 

African Studies Association annual meeting, Washington, D.C., November 17-20, 2005.

“Anatomy of a West African Boundary.” Brown University, Watson Institute of International 

Studies, November 4, 2005.

“A Constructionist Analysis of Genocide in Sudan.”  International Association of Genocide 

Scholars biennial meeting, Boca Raton, June 4-7, 2005. 
“Warlords, Civil War and Genocide: The Rhetoric of Hate and Dissemblance in African 

Conflicts” (discussant).  African Studies Association annual meeting, New Orleans, 

November 11-14, 2004.
“When is a Massacre/Atrocity/War Crime a ‘Genocide’? A Constructionist Analysis of Sudan.”


Brown University, Watson Institute of International Studies, October 12, 2004.

“Anatomy of An African Boundary.”  Harvard University, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, March 16, 2004.
“Islamism in West Africa” (roundtable convenor, chair, and discussant). African Studies Association annual meeting, Boston, October 30-November 2, 2003.

“Islamic Fundamentalism in Hausaland.” African Studies Association annual meeting, Washington, D.C., December 5-8, 2002.

“Dark and Darker Tourism.” Association of Genocide Scholars biennial meeting, Minneapolis, 


June 9-12, 2001.

“Mid-Life Crisis, Kibbutz Style.”  Association of Israel Studies annual meeting, Washington, D.C., May 15-17, 2001.
“Cybertourism and Museumteries.”  Annual Scholars’ Conference on the Holocaust and the Churches, Roundtable Convenor, Philadelphia, March 2001.
“American Aliya and Reform Zionism on the Desert Kibbutz: A Comparative Analysis of Yahel


and Lotan.”  Association for Jewish Studies, Boston, December 17-19, 2000.

“African Genocides in Comparative Perspective” (discussant). African Studies Association annual meeting, Nashville, November 16-19, 2000.

“What Happened to Utopia?”  Stotsky Annual Lecture, Northeastern University, May 4, 2000.
“Post-Communist Holocaust Commemoration in Poland and Germany.”  Annual Scholars’ Conference on the Holocaust and the Churches, Philadelphia, March 4-7, 2000.

"The Politics of Comparison: Nazi Holocaust and Rwandan Genocide." African Studies Association annual meeting, Philadelphia, November 11-14, 1999.

“Hamites and Hebrews: Problems in 'Judaizing' the Rwandan Genocide.”  Association of Genocide Scholars meeting, Madison, June 13-15, 1999.

"The Movie as Memorial." President's Holocaust Awareness event, Northeastern University, April 28, 1999.

"Transnational Organizations: The Francophone and Jewish Experiences."  New England Political Science Association annual meeting, Boston, November 12-14, 1998.
"Whose Holocaust?"  Stotsky Professorship inaugural lecture, Northeastern University, September 28, 1999.

"Comparing Communities Transnationally: Francophonie and Zionism."  American Political Science Association, annual meeting, Boston, September 3-6, 1998.

"The Creole Malaise in Mauritius." African Studies Association annual meeting, Columbus, Ohio, November 13-16, 1997.

“Offshore Francophonie.” Boston University, African Studies Center, Francophone Africa Research Group, October 9, 1997.

"Africans in Jerusalem." Association for Israel Studies annual conference, Boston, June 1-3, 1996.
"Under Siege Overseas: French National Identity in the French States of America."  Watson 
Institute for International Affairs, Brown University, Colloquium on "The American Cultural Impact on Germany, France, Italy and Japan, 1945-1995: An International Comparison, April 12-13, 1996. 

"Jerusalem in Africa, Africa in Jerusalem." Walter Rodney Seminar, African Studies Center, Boston University, February 12, 1996.
"Black African Muslim in the Jewish State."  African Studies Association annual meeting, Orlando, November 3-6, 1995.

“Francophonie in Israel.”  Association for Israel Studies annual meeting, Baltimore, June 10-12, 1995.

"Structured Comparisons of Ethnic Groups Bifurcated by National Boundaries."  Harvard University, Center for International Affairs, Conference on Designing Social Inquiry into Ethnicity and Ethnic Conflict, April 21-22, 1995.
"Tragic Tradeoffs: Democracy and Security in Chad."  African Studies Association annual meeting, Toronto, November 3-6, 1994.

"Decolonization as Disintegration: The Disestablishment of the State in Chad." Boston University, African Studies Center, Francophone Africa Research Group, October 7-8, 1994.
"Political Para-theology: Towards a Religious Definition of the State."  American Political Science Association annual meeting, Washington, D.C., September 2-5, 1993.
“Anachronistic Antagonisms: France Versus Britain in the New Hebrides, 1966-1977.”  French Colonial Historical Society, Providence, Rhode Island, May 19-23, 1993.

“The Politicization of Religion in Nigeria.”  Harvard University, Center for International Affairs,  Seminar Series on African Identities in a Time of Change."  February 5, 1993.

“Islam, Africa, and 'National' Identity.”  The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, International Security Studies Program, Lecture Series on Ethnicity, Religion and Regional Conflict, Tufts University, January 29, 1993.
“Ideology and Public Ritual” panel (chair and discussant), African Studies Association annual meeting, Seattle, November 27-30, 1992.

“The (D)evolution of Francophonie in Post-Colonial Vanuatu.” French Colonial Historical Society, Montreal, May 21-24, 1992.
“Africa and the New Political Order” panel (chair and discussant).  New England Political Science Association, Providence, Rhode Island, April 3-4, 1992.
“Chieftaincy as an Instrument of Change: Cases from Africa and Melanesia.” African Studies Association annual meeting, Saint Louis, November 23-26, 1991.
“The Politics of Doing Research in the South Pacific.”  Center for International Politics and Administration, Northeastern University, November 3, 1991.

“On Being a White Minority in a Third World Country.” Global 2000 Faculty Colloquium, Northeastern University, October 23, 1991.

“Colonial Hausa Idioms:  Towards a Nigérien Ethno-Ethnohistory.”  African Studies Association annual meeting, Baltimore, November 1-4, 1990.

“Hausa Dreams.”  African Studies Association annual meeting, Atlanta, November 2-5, 1989.

“Citizens Without Soil:  The French of India.”  Center for International Politics and Administration, Northeastern University, March 13, 1989.
“The Nigerian Elections of 1983 and Implications for 1992.”  Africa Research Program, Harvard University, November 15, 1988.

“Comparative Decolonization:  French Africa, French Caribbean, French India.”  African Studies Association annual meeting, Chicago, October 28, 1988.

“Social Science Research in Africa:  Questions, Quandaries, and Qualms.”  Scholars Days, Northeastern University, March 11, 1987.

“Partitioned Africans: The Evolution of Hausa Chiefs in Nigeria and Niger.”  African Studies Association annual meeting, Madison, October 31, 1986.

“The Informal Economy and Dependency Relations in Hausaland.”  Workshop on Informal Economy and Economic Development in Africa, Harvard University, May 6, 1986.

“Islam and Development in the Western Sahel:  Engine or Brake?”  African Studies Association annual meeting, New Orleans, November 25, 1985. 
“A ‘Borderline’ Case:  Self and National Identity on a West African Frontier.”  Walter Rodney Seminar, African Studies Center, Boston University, September 23, 1985.

“Culture and Politics in the French Caribbean.”  Center for European Studies, Harvard University, April 3, 1985.
“The ‘Green Man's Burden’: Reconsidering Colonialism.” Faculty-Graduate Seminar, Northeastern University, Spring, 1985.
“Elections in Nigeria:  A View From the Bush.”  Africa Research Program, Harvard University, December 12, 1984.
COMMUNITY, PUBLIC AND INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

Peace Corps Volunteer, Niger, West Africa, 1977-1979. Taught English as Foreign Language (TEFL) in a Francophone middle school.
African Borderlands Community Development (ABCD) project founder. 
Lifetime Learning Program (Newton Community Schools)  ("When a Border Splits a People: An Example from Nigeria and Niger"), November 25, 1986.

Campus Retired Men's Club, presentation on West African research, March 9, 1987.

Lectured and showed self-produced film on West African research to Concord Academy, May 17, 1987.

"Naipaul and Africa" discussion with students at Lincoln-Sudbury Regional High School, December 9, 1988.
Led discussion on Francophonie in the Pacific at the Association des Anciens Combattants in Port Vila, Vanuatu, August 28, 1991.

Lectured on ethnicity and Africa to Leisure Club (Providence, Rhode Island), May 18, 1992. 

Lectured on the Jews of the French Caribbean to Temple Emanu-El, November 11, 1995.

Volunteer teacher in Adult Institute of Emanu-El, Fall 1995.

Presented research on Francophonie to Mauritius-Israel Friendship Society, July 12, 1997.

Delivered talk to Franklin High School language classes on Francophonie and Mauritius, December 18, 1997.

Spoke on "Negritude and Judaism" to Temple Emanu-El, October 1998.

Congregation Agudas Achim, North Attleboro, Massachusetts, “Rhythm and Jews,” October 29, 


2000.

Temple Emanu-El, Providence, Rhode Island, “The New Jewish Jazz,” February 4, 2001.

Seekonk Middle School (Massachusetts) presentation for Peace Corps Day, March 2001.

Organized first Holocaust Remembrance program in Martinique, speaking on “Shoah: Le devoir 


de mémoire, pour qui?” Centre Communautaire Kenaf Haaretz, March 9, 2002.

Temple Emanu-El, Providence, Rhode Island, “A Jewish Jaunt to China,” May 4, 2003.

Berkley Community Schools (Massachusetts), presentation for Peace Corps Day, March 5, 2004.

Lifetime Learning Program, Newton Community Schools, “Remembering Rwanda in the 


Shadow of the Holocaust,” April 28, 2004.

Yashar Evening of Jewish Renaissance, “Rhythm ‘N Jews,” October 23, 2004.

Seekonk High School (Massachusetts), presentation for Peace Corps Day, March 24, 2006. 
Temple Emanu-El Leisure Club, Providence, Rhode Island, “Bull-Buying and Goat-Giving in 


Africa: Not Your Usual Tzedaka Project.”  July 6, 2006.
Yashar Evening of Jewish Renaissance, “What Happened to Utopia?”, Jewish Community 


Center 
of Rhode Island, October 28, 2006.
Lifetime Learning Program (Newton Community Schools), “What Ever Happened to Utopia?”, 

October 31, 2007.
Yashar Evening of Jewish Renaissance, “This I Believe-Rhode Island” panel and discussion on 


Walt-Meirsheimer controversy over the “Israel Lobby,” Jewish Community Center of 


Rhode Island, December 1, 2007. 
Lunch and Learn series presenter, Temple Emanu-El, Providence, Rhode Island, April 12, 2008.

Yashar Evening of Jewish Renaissance, “Is an Obama Administration Good for the Jews?”
 

Jewish Community Center of Rhode Island, December 13, 2008.

Sak Pasé (Benefit for Haiti).  Reading from The Tragedy of King Christophe, Brown University, 


April 9, 2010.
Centre Communautaire Kenaf Haaretz, Martinique, French West Indies.  Presentation on 


Sephardic communities of Montreal and Martinique, December 16, 2010.

Interfaith Dialogue: Personal Values & Civic Ideals speaker, Temple Sinai, Cranson, Rhode 


Island, January 3, 2012.
Davar Torah speaker on Nigerian Jews, Congregation Tikvat Israel, Rockville, Maryland, May 


19, 2012.
92nd Street Y (Manhattan), panelist for documentary film screening (“Re-emerging: The Jews of 


Nigeria”), May 17, 2012.
“Temple Emanu-El in Africa” speaker, Providence, Rhode Island, January 8, 2013.
Temple Beth-Shalom film commentator for documentary film screening (“Re-emerging: 


The Jews of Nigeria”), January 19, 2013.

Temple Isaiah Sunday Breakfast speaker (“Jews of Nigeria”), January 12, 2014.
Temple Emanu-El Film Screening Co-Discussant (“The Tangled Legacy: Being Jewish in 

France”), February 10, 2015.

Club Shalom, Madagascar, presentations on Israel and Hebrew, July 12 and 26, 2015.

English Language Institute, Madagascar, presentation on language teaching and acquisition, July 


29, 2015.

Kibbutz Yahel, Rosh Hashana speaker. “Beyond Kush: The New Frontier of Judaism in Africa.”


September 15, 2015.

Temple Emanu-El Shabbat Speaker (Parashat Yitro).  “From Legal Advisor to Covenant of 


Blood: Living Among Your New Relatives in Israel.” January 20, 2016.
Spotlight on Seekonk Authors.  Seekonk Public Library, September 14, 2016.

Temple Emanu-El Adult Institute, “Who is a Jew?” Comes to Africa, March 21, 2018.

Temple Emanu-El Shabbat Speaker  (Parashat Shoftim): “Jews, Judges and Justice,” August 18, 


2018.
Temple Emanu-El Shabbat Speaker, “Breaking the Blood Pact? Why Yitro (Jethro) Matters to 
Israel Today,” January 19, 2019.
“A Jewish Indiana Jews: The Rabbi of Timbuktu.”  Temple Beth Sholom, Framingham, 


Massachusetts. March 15, 2019.
“Beyond Kush: The New Frontier of African Judaism.” Ruderman Family Foundation.  Boston 


(by Zoom), June 16, 2020.

“Living With the Druze of Israel,” Temple Reyim Adult Learning Program, Newton, 


Massachusetts (via Zoom), April 11, 2021.

“A Sephardic Indiana Jones: The Rabbi of Timbuktu.”  Temple Israel Lifetime Learning 

Institute, Boston, Massachusetts (via Zoom), May 6, 2021.
“The Original Unitarians: The Druze of the Middle East.” Lane Lyceum Forum on Public 


Affairs, Spirituality, Culture and Science, First Parish Unitarian Universalist in Needham 


(via Zoom), October 26, 2021.
“The Jews Who Really (Re)Turned: Emerging Jewish Communities in Africa.”  South Baldwin 

Jewish Center, Long Island, New York, August 28, 2021.

“Meet Your Moroccan Mishpocha.” Congregation Shaarey Shalom, West Hempstead, Long 


Island, New York, June 4, 2023.

MEDIA APPEARANCES
TEDx Talk
Rejection Can Be Liberating.  April 30, 2022.

Television
In English 
:  BBC News Live With Lucy Hocking, August 15, 2023.  

In French
: VOA – “Washington Forum,” Program on Counter-Terrorism, April 25, 2013; 



    Program on West African politics, July 3, 2008. 





: ATV  – Martinique, “Invité du Soir,” August 10, 2007; Elections Program, 




   March 19, 2002; Evening News, September 16, 2001.



: Radio Canada (Montréal) – Morning News Show, July 5, 2003



: MBC - Mauritius, Evening News, December 11, 1998.


: RFO - Paris, Literary Program "Mascalines" (international broadcast), Nov. 1992

 
: RFO - Martinique, Evening News, July 3, 1992.

Radio
In French
: Radio Canada, Regular U.S. Politics and Elections Commentator.


: Radio France Outre-Mer-RFO (Martinique), September 11, 2003; 


  September 11, 2002; October 11, 2001; September 18, 2001; May 1984.


: Mauritius Broadcasting Corporation, July 22, 1997.



: Kol Yisrael (Israel), July 9 and August 11, 1994.



: Tropic F.M. (Paris), September 3, 1992.



: Radio Caraïbes Internationale (Martinique), July 1992.


: Radio Vanuatu, July 1992; May and August 1991


: WUMB - Boston (Haitian Community Radio), May 15, 1992.


: Voice of America service to West Africa and the Caribbean, October 1988.

In Hausa
: Voice of America service to West Africa, January 2010, December 2009, July 1987, November 1986, and June 1984.

In Bislama 
: Radio Vanuatu, July 1992 and August 1991.
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

African Borderlands Research Network (ABORNE); elected to Executive Committee on 

September 21, 2011
Association for the Study of the Middle East and Africa (ASMEA)

African Studies Association (ASA)
Association for Israel Studies (AIS)
International Society for the Study of African Jewry (ISSAJ)
International Studies Association (ISA)
LANGUAGES

Fluency in French, Hausa and Bislama.

Conversational proficiency in Hebrew and Kreol/Creole.

Latent conversational proficiency in Tamil.

Reading knowledge of Latin.

TRAVEL 
West Africa: Benin, Burkina Faso**, Chad**, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Mali**, Mauritania**, 


Niger*, Nigeria*, Senegal, Togo

Central and East Africa: Cameroon, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania

Southern Africa: South Africa

North Africa and Middle East: Algeria, Egypt, Israel*, Jordan, Tunisia, West Bank

South Pacific: Australia, Fiji, New Caledonia, Vanuatu* 

Indian Ocean: Madagascar, Mauritius* (including Agalega), Réunion, Seychelles 
West Indies: Antigua, Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica, Dominican Republic, French Guiana, 


Grenadine Islands, Guadeloupe, Haiti, Martinique*, St. Lucia, St. Martin, Surinam

East, Southeast, and South Asia: China, India*, Japan, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand

Europe: Austria, England, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, 

Poland, Portugal, Scotland, Spain, Wales 
_________________________________________________
*    denotes sojourn of six months or more

**  country visited under contract as consultant


