SARI ALTSCHULER

Northeastern University | 423 Holmes Hall | 360 Huntington Avenue | Boston, MA 20115

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

Associate Professor of English, Northeastern University
* Founding Director of the Health, Humanities, and Society Program

* Associate Director of the Humanities Center
Assistant Professor of English, Northeastern University
Invited Professor — Université Paris Cité

Faculty Fellow, Newhouse Center for the Humanities, Wellesley College

Assistant Professor of English, Emory University
* Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in Humanistic Inquiry
* Core Faculty Member, Center for the Study of Human Health

Assistant Professor of English, University of South Florida

John B. Hench Post-Dissertation Fellow, American Antiquarian Society

2019— )
2018— )
(2017 — 2021)

(2017 — 2019)
(Spring 2020)
(2019 — 2020)

(2015 — 2017)
(2015 — 2017)
(2015 — 2017)

(2012 - 2015)

(2013 — 2014)

Barra Dissertation Fellow, McNeil Center for Early American Studies, University of Pennsylvania (2011 — 2012)

EDUCATION

City University of New York (CUNY), The Graduate School and University Center
Ph.D. English Literature with an American Studies Certificate conferred May 2012.

City University of New York, The Graduate School and University Center
M.Phil. English Literature.

Swarthmore College

B.A. with Honors in English Literature and Biology. Minor in Psychology. Degree conferred June 2001.

SELECT PUBLICATIONS

Books

(2006 — 2012)

(2010)

(1997— 2001)

Keywords for Health Humanities. Coedited with Jonathan M. Metzl and Priscilla Wald. New York: New York

University Press, 2023.

The Medical Imagination: Literature and Health in the Early United States. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania

Press, 2018 (paperback 2022).
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Journal Fora and Special Issues

“Pain.” A special issue of American Literature coedited with Thomas Constantinesco. 96.2 (June 2024).
“Covid-19” A forum in American Literature, cdited with Priscilla Wald 92.4 (December 2020).

“Eatly American Disability Studies.” Special Issue of Early American Literature, guest edited with Cristobal Silva
52.1 (Spring 2017).

“The Republics of Benjamin Rush.” Special Issue of Early American Studies, guest edited with Christopher
Bilodeau 15.2 (Spring 2017).

Journal Articles and Essays

8.3

“Pain After 2020, An Introduction.” Coauthored with Thomas Constantinesco. Introduction to the special issue of
American Literature on Pain. 96.2 (June 2024): 141-162.

“Babo’s ‘Mute’-ny: Deaf Rights and Black Testimony in Antebellum America” PMLA 138.5 (October
2023): 1149-1164.

“Disability.”” Journal of the Early Republic 43.1 (Spring 2023): 121-129.
“Wave/Fortest Fire.” Theory & Event (January 2022): 187-192.

“After the Outbreak: Narrative, Infrastructure, and Pandemic Time,” Reszlience in a joint special issue of American
Literature and Resilience: A Journal of the Environmental Humanities on “The Infrastructure of Emergency”

(Fall 2021): 126-155.

“Covid-19 and the Language of Racism.” Coauthored with Priscilla Wald. Szgns: Journal of Women in
Culture and Society 47.1 (Fall 2021): 14-22.

“Humanities in a Time of Crisis: The Humanities Coronavirus Syllabus.” Co-authored with Elizabeth Maddock
Dillon. ISLE: Interdisciplinary Studies for Literature and Environment. 27.4 (Autumn 2020): 836-58.

“Covid-19: Pandemic Reading.” Coauthored with Priscilla Wald. American Literature 92.4 (December 2020): 681-
88.

“Touching The Scarlet Letter: What Disability History Can Teach Us about Literature.” American Literature 92.1
(March 2020): 91-122.

* Winner, 1921 Prize for Best Essay in American Literature, The American Literature Society (2020)

“Texturing the Digital Humanities: A Manifesto.” Coauthored with David Weimer. PMLA 135.1 (January 2020):
74-91.

“Health and Humanities in Early America.” Early American Literature 90.1 (Spring 2018): 169-184.
(Review essay)

“The Gothic Origins of Global Health.” American Literature 89.3 (September 2017): 557-90.

“Early American Disability Studies.” Coauthored with Cristobal Silva. Early American Literature 52.1 (Spring
2017): 1-27.
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“Eece Homo! The Figure of Benjamin Rush.” Coauthored with Christopher Bilodeau. Early American Studies 15.2
(Spring 2017): 233-51.

“The Medical Imagination.” Lancet 388 (November 2016): 2230-31.

“From Empathy to Epistemology: Robert Montgomery Bird and the Future of the Medical Humanities.” American
Literary History 28.1 (Spring 2016): 1-26.

“Picture It All, Darley’: Race Politics and the Media History of George Lippard’s The Quaker City.”
Nineteenth-Century Literature 70.1 (June 2015): 65-101.

* Reprint in French and English in American Mysterymania Ed. Catherine Nesci and Devin Fromm
medias19.org (2018). http://www.medias19.org/index.php?id=23807

“Ain’t One Limb Enough?’: Historicizing Disability in the American Novel.” American Literature 86.2 (June 2014):
245-274.
* Winner, Fifteenth Annual Society of Early Americanists (SEA) Essay Prize

“Playbill for George Lippard’s The Quaker City.”” Coauthored with Aaron Tobiason. PMLA 129.2 (March 2014):
267-273.

“From Blood Vessels to Global Networks of Exchange: The Physiology of Benjamin Rush’s Early Republic.”
Journal of the Early Republic 32.2 (Summer 2012): 207-231.

““He That Hath an Ear to Hear”: Deaf America and the Second Great Awakening.” Dzsability Studies Quarterly
31.1 (Winter 2011). http://dsq-sds.org/article/view/1368 /1498 [34 pages]

Book Chapters

“Harriet Wilson’s Lessons: Disability and Nineteenth-Century American Literature.” The New Nineteenth-Century
American Literary Studies. Eds. Russ Castronovo and Robert S. Levine. Cambridge UP, forthcoming fall 2024.

“Introduction.” Keywords for Health Humanities. Coauthored with Jonathan M. Metzl and Priscilla Wald. Eds. Sari
Altschuler, Jonathan M. Metzl, and Priscilla Wald. New York University Press, 2023.

“Humanities.” Keywords for Health Humanities. Eds. Sari Altschuler, Jonathan M. Metzl, and Priscilla Wald. New York
University Press, 2023.

“Neuroqueering the Republic: The Case of Charles Brockden Brown’s Ormond.” Nineteenth-Century American
Literature

in Transition (Vol. 1). Ed. William Huntting Howell and Greta LaFleur. Cambridge UP, 2022, pp. 309-326.

“Medicine, Disability, and Early American Literature” in The Blackwell Companion to American Literature

(Volume 1: to 1820). Ed. Susan Belasco, Theresa Strouth Gaul, Linck Johnson, and Michael Soto. West Sussex,

UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2020, pp. 462-477.

“Reading Disability in Hawthorne: Enabling Student Analyses of The Scarlet Letter” in Nathaniel Hawthorne in the
College Classroom, Ed. Christopher Diller and Samuel Coale. Norwalk, CT: AMS Press, 2016, pp. 235-47.

Public and Digital Humanities Projects

“Humanities Coronavirus Syllabus.” Co-creator of crowdsourced project with Elizabeth Maddock Dillon (2020)

“Touch This Pagel Making Sense of the Ways We Read.” A collaboration between Northeastern University,


http://www.medias19.org/index.php?id=23807
http://dsq-sds.org/article/view/1368/1498
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UeAN5jhSib-CsP17keNC6c3iMF7PgE3KDDDBy24w0xY/edit?usp=sharing
http://touchthispage.com/
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Harvard University, and the Perkins School for the Blind. Co-directed with David Weimer. Co-PI with Daniel
Cohen, Waleed Meleis, and David Weimer.

¢ Winner of the Public Disability History Award from the Disability History Association (2020).
* Winner of the First Biennial Innovation Award from the Library Company of Philadelphia (2019).

¢ Exhibition hosted by Harvard University, Northeastern University, the Perkins School for the Blind, the
Boston Public Library, the Watertown Public Library, New York University (Manhattan and Brooklyn
campuses), and Mount Holyoke College in 2019 and 2020 with launch events at Perkins and NYU.

¢ Symposium “Touch This Page! A Symposium on Ability, Access, and the Archive” at Harvard and
Northeastern, April 4-5, 2019.

¢ Featured on 99% Invisible podcast July 3, 2019.
¢ Reviewed in The Public Historian (7 pages) and American Quarterly (30 pages).

Interviews

Interview for Rice University’s Medical Futures Lab. Episode: “Dr. Sari Altschuler, ‘American Literature
COVID-19 Forum.” (July 19, 2022) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Aln1Edp2yo

Interview for C19: The Association of Nineteenth-Century Americanists Podcast on episode ““‘Cures’ for
Unemployment: Nineteenth-Century Remedies for Today’s Ailing Economy” (5 August 2021). https://
soundcloud.com/c19podcast/s04e07-the-disease-of-unemployment-nineteenth-century-perspectives-on-todays-
ailing-economy

Interview for COVIDCalls Podcast, episode “COVID and the Medical Imagination.” (July 1, 2021).
s:/ /covidcalls.podbean.com/e/ep-302-07012021-covid-19-the-medical-imagination

Contributor for 300t anniversary episode “Ben Franklin’s World: A Podcast about Early American History.”
Omohundro

Institute of Early American History and Culture. (April 2020)

https://benfranklinsworld.com/episode-300-vast-early-america

Interview for a podcast about covid-19 and literary studies for LARCA (the Research Laboratory in Anglophone
Culture) at the Université Paris Cité (Spring 2020).

Interview for a podcast about covid-19 and the humanities for Harvard University’s Mahindra Humanities
Center
(26 March 2020). http:

seminar

mahindrahumanities.fas.harvard.edu/content/watch-video-critical-health-humanities-

Interview about “Touch This Page! Making Sense of the Ways We Read” for “Talking in the Library,” a podcast
hosted by
the Library Company of Philadelphia (February 2020).

https://li q A 2020/01/31 /talking-in-the-library-season-2-episode-5

Interview about The Medical Imagination for “Ben Franklin’s World: A Podcast about Early American
History”” Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture. (November 2019).

Interviewed for “The Universal Page” a podcast developed during the “Touch This Page!” symposium for 99%
Invisible (3 July 2019). https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/the-universal-page/?

tbclid=TwAR32zSjlzKcujXc]VkWiafaDvnFkzGWMS{KOYkv6D3ZGVDFVwe8X 21 [Fp-Xg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Aln1Edp2yo
https://soundcloud.com/c19podcast/s04e07-the-disease-of-unemployment-nineteenth-century-perspectives-on-todays-ailing-economy
https://soundcloud.com/c19podcast/s04e07-the-disease-of-unemployment-nineteenth-century-perspectives-on-todays-ailing-economy
https://soundcloud.com/c19podcast/s04e07-the-disease-of-unemployment-nineteenth-century-perspectives-on-todays-ailing-economy
https://covidcalls.podbean.com/e/ep-302-07012021-covid-19-the-medical-imagination/
https://benfranklinsworld.com/episode-300-vast-early-america/
http://mahindrahumanities.fas.harvard.edu/content/watch-video-critical-health-humanities-seminar
http://mahindrahumanities.fas.harvard.edu/content/watch-video-critical-health-humanities-seminar
https://librarycompany.org/2020/01/31/talking-in-the-library-season-2-episode-5/
https://www.benfranklinsworld.com/episode-263-sari-altschuler-the-medical-imagination/
https://the-rambling.com/2019/08/19/5-questions-altschuler/
https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/the-universal-page/?fbclid=IwAR3zSjlzKcujXcJVkWiafaDvnFkzGWMSjKOYkv6D3ZGVDFVwe8Xz1JFp-Xg
https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/the-universal-page/?fbclid=IwAR3zSjlzKcujXcJVkWiafaDvnFkzGWMSjKOYkv6D3ZGVDFVwe8Xz1JFp-Xg
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Interview for C19: The Association of Nineteenth-Century Americanists Podcast about nineteenth-
century disability studies with Benjamin Reiss and Ellen Samuels and coordlnated by Ittai Orr February 2019.

fbchd IwARlS]ebsb8da4x2 VBnBET4Uu6mbIgtKlSOBDfPfykE6sVN1£20 OeVH3veo

Transcript available at https://www.c19society.org/podcasts

Interview about “Touch This Page! Making Sense of the Ways We Read” for “What’s New”
whatsnewpodcast.org, January 2019. https://whatsnewpodcast.org/touch-this-page

Interview about Tbe Medzm/ Imagination for The Junto: A Group Blog about Early American History,
a-with-sari-altschuler-author-of-the-medical-imagination/ September

Public Writing

“Covid-19 is forcing us to dwell in uncertainty. History can help.” Washington Post, Made by History (19 April
2020). https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/19/covid-19-is-forcing-us-dwell-uncertainty-history-

can-help/

“My twelve-week-old baby shouldn’t be at risk of measles. Antl -vax stories mean she is.” Newsweek, Opinion (13
May 2019). https:

fbclid= IwARZs9gAFb1kaZaS\X/NO4thkbLHzggDSylleCKSuVFmNganUg )iD9dIwFU

“Why Medicine Needs the Humanities (And No, It’s Not Just About Empathy)” Hiéstory News Network (Summer
2018). https://historynewsnetwork.org/article /168992

Other

“Health.” Keywords Now: Pandemic. Ed. Glenn Hendler and Bruce Burgett. NYU Press website (Fall 2023).

“Learning from Crisis: Narrative and the History of Medicine.” The Panorama (for the Journal of the Early Republic)
Fotrum on COVID-19 and history of medicine/health otganized by Joyce Chaplin. (23 September 2020) http://
thepanorama.shear.org/2020/09/23/learning-from-crisis-narrative-and-the-history-of-medicine

“Chatles Averill’s The Cholera-Fiend: Fiction for a Pandemic.” Coathored with Paul J. Erickson. The Panorama
(for the Journal of the Early Republic) (23 August 2020) http://thepanorama.shear.org
the-cholera-fiend-fiction-for-a-pandemic

“Living through a pandemic: Beyond the language of science to history, philosophy and literature.” PHM
Newsletter, Cedars-Sinai Medical Center (May 2020): 1-4.

Review: “Shakespeare in the Operating Theater: A Review of Stephen Soderberg’s The Knick, 2014.” Journal of
Medical Humanities 37.3 (Fall 2016): 347-9.

Invited Response: “Trauma, Disability, and Colonial Unsettlement” to Kathleen Donegan’s Seasons of Misery:
Catastrophe and Colonial Settlement in Colonial America (2013). Common-Place: The Interactive Journal of Early
American Life (Winter 2015).
http://www.common-place-archives.org/vol-15/n0-02/roundtable/altschuler.shtml#. WwSCp4oh0 U

* Collection of essays reviewed on the Johns Hopkins University Press blog,

http://jhupressblog.com/2015/06/


https://soundcloud.com/c19podcast/beyond-ahabs-peg-leg-disability-in-19th-century-american-literature?fbclid=IwAR15jsbsb8da4x2_vBnBET4Uu6mbIqtKiSOBDfPfykE6sVN1Q0-OeVH3veo
https://soundcloud.com/c19podcast/beyond-ahabs-peg-leg-disability-in-19th-century-american-literature?fbclid=IwAR15jsbsb8da4x2_vBnBET4Uu6mbIqtKiSOBDfPfykE6sVN1Q0-OeVH3veo
https://www.c19society.org/podcasts
https://whatsnewpodcast.org/touch-this-page/
https://earlyamericanists.com/2018/09/27/qa-with-sari-altschuler-author-of-the-medical-imagination/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/19/covid-19-is-forcing-us-dwell-uncertainty-history-can-help/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/19/covid-19-is-forcing-us-dwell-uncertainty-history-can-help/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2020/04/19/covid-19-is-forcing-us-dwell-uncertainty-history-can-help/
https://www.newsweek.com/baby-risk-measles-anti-vax-1423636?fbclid=IwAR2s9gAFb1bHkZa8WN04fHtkbLHzqgD3yllFzCKSuVFmNgnlPUQiD9dlwFU
https://www.newsweek.com/baby-risk-measles-anti-vax-1423636?fbclid=IwAR2s9gAFb1bHkZa8WN04fHtkbLHzqgD3yllFzCKSuVFmNgnlPUQiD9dlwFU
https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/168992
https://keywords.nyupress.org/pandemic/essay/health/
http://thepanorama.shear.org/2020/09/23/learning-from-crisis-narrative-and-the-history-of-medicine/
http://thepanorama.shear.org/2020/09/23/learning-from-crisis-narrative-and-the-history-of-medicine/
http://thepanorama.shear.org/2020/08/23/charles-averills-the-cholera-fiend-fiction-for-a-pandemic/
http://thepanorama.shear.org/2020/08/23/charles-averills-the-cholera-fiend-fiction-for-a-pandemic/
http://www.common-place-archives.org/vol-15/no-02/roundtable/altschuler.shtml#.WwSCp4oh0_U
http://jhupressblog.com/2015/06/
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Research Abstract: R. A. Merz, S. B. Altschuler, K.C. Hauser. “Growing Ploughshares into Swords: The
Morphological and Functional Transition of Feeding to Display Claw in Maturing Male Fiddler Crabs.” American
Zoologist 39.5 (1999): 40A.

SELECT FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, HONORS

National and International Honors and Awards:

Advanced Seminar Award at Harvard Radcliffe Institute — “Health Humanities after 2020: A Collective
Reimagining” — with Corinna Treitel (Washington University, St. Louis) (2024 — 2025)

Co-PI — National Endowment for the Humanities, Humanities Connections Implementation Grant
“Humanities and the Digital Future of Health and Healthcare” — with Christopher M. Parsons. (2022 — 2025)

International Emerging Actions Grant, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (France) — “Health
Humanities beyond the Nation: Examining the Field in Cross-Cultural Perspective” — with Sophie Vasset
(currently Université Paul-Valéry-Montpellier, formerly Université Paris Cité). (2022 — 2024)

Exploratory Seminar Award at Harvard Radcliffe Institute — “Rethinking Health and the Humanities
During/After COVID” — with Cotinna Treitel (Washington University, St. Louis). (2021 — 2022)

1921 Prize for Best Essay in American Literature, The American Literature Society “Touching The Scarlet
Letter. What Disability History Can Teach Us About Literature” (2020)

Co-PI — National Endowment for the Humanities, Humanities Connection Planning Grant
“Towards a Digital Health Humanities Curriculum: Tools and Strategies” — with Christopher M. Parsons
(2020 — 2021)

Invited Professor — Université Paris Cité (Spring 2020)
Faculty Fellow, Newhouse Center for the Humanities — Wellesley College (2019 — 2020)
Public Disability History Award — Disability History Association (2020)
Biennial Innovation Award — Library Company of Philadelphia (2019)

“Awarded to a project that critically and creatively expands the possibilities of humanistic scholarship.”

Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship in Humanistic Inquiry — Emory University (2015 - 2017)
Awarded to scholars “re-envisioning the humanities and extending their scope.”

The John B. Hench Post-Dissertation Fellowship — The American Antiquarian Society (2013 — 2014)
Awarded to one Americanist scholar in any discipline working to turn a pre-1876 dissertation into a book. Criteria
“above all, the likelihood that the revised dissertation will make a highly significant book.”

National Endowment for the Humanities Postdoctoral Fellowship — The Library Company of

Philadelphia (Declined to accept the AAS Hench Fellowship) (2013 —2014)
Fifteenth Annual Society of Early Americanists Essay Prize (2014)
Zuckerman Prize in American Studies — The University of Pennsylvania (Runner-up) (2014)
Society for Historians of the Early American Republic (SHEAR) Dissertation Prize (2013)

The Barra Dissertation Fellowship — The McNeil Center for Early American Studies,
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University of Pennsylvania (2011 - 2012)

Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science Dissertation Writing Fellowship
(Now The Consortium for the History of Science, Technology, and Medicine; declined to accept the McNeil

Center Barra Fellowship) (2011 - 2012)
Future of Disability Studies Project Fellow — Columbia University, Center for Critical Analysis
of Social Difference (2011 - 2014)
The Legacy Fellowship — The American Antiquarian Society (2011 - 2012)

The Lillian Gary Taylor Visiting Fellowship in American Literature — University of Virginia, The Mary
and David Harrison Institute for American History, Literature, and Culture (2011 - 2012)

The William H. Helfand Fellowship in Early American Medicine, Science, and Society —
The Library Company of Philadelphia (2010 — 2011)

University Honors and Awards:

Awardee, Research Leadership Development Initiative (ReDI) (2022 — 2023)
Northeastern University Humanities Center Fellowship (2022 — 2023)
COVID-19 Research and Engagement Development Initiative Grant (2020)
Tier One Grant — Northeastern University (2018)

Major seed grant for “Touch This Page!” Co-PIs Waleed Meleis (Engineering) and Daniel Cohen (Libraries).

Northeastern Humanities Center Events Grant — Northeastern University (2018)

Outstanding Faculty Award - USF (2014)
EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE

Editorial Board — Literature and Medicine (2022 — )

Editorial Board — American Literature (2020 — 2023)

Editorial Board — Early American Literature (2018 — 2023)

Advisory Board — Awmerican Quarterly (2017 — 2020)

SELECT PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Service to the Profession

Leadership
Co-founder and co-chair, Critical Health Humanities Seminar at Harvard University, Mahindra Humanities
Center (2018 — present)
Disability Studies Forum Executive Committee, MLA (Secretary 2023-24; chair 2024-25) (2021 — 20206)
Co-Organizer, Early Americas Caucus of the American Studies Association (2014 — 2021)

Secretary and Chair, 19+-Century American Forum Executive Committee, MLA (2019 — 2021)
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Other National Roles and Service

Program Committee for Disability Studies, Massachusetts Historical Society (2020 — 2021, 2022 — 2023)
Selection Committee, Disability History Association Public History Award (2022)
Selection Committee, American Literature Society 1921 Prize for Best Essay in American Literature(2021 — 2022)

Selection Committee, Consortium for History of Science, Technology, and Medicine Research Fellowships
(2021 — 2022)

Delegate, Disability in the Profession, MLA Delegate Assembly (2019 — 2021)
Invited Reader for Hench Post-Dissertation Manuscript Workshop, American Antiquarian Society (2019)

Program Committee, National Forum on Principles of Accessibility and Inclusion for the Design of Library
Systems, IMLS-funded summit organized by the MIT Center for Research on Equitable and Open

Scholarship (2019)
Selection Committee, American Antiquarian Society Short-Term Fellowships (2017 — 2018)
Honors Examiner, Early American Media — Swarthmore College (2010, 2017)
Selection Committee, McNeil Center for Early American Studies Postdoctoral Fellowship at the University of

Pennsylvania (2015 - 2010)
Selection Committee, McNeil Center for Early American Studies Sabbatical Fellowship at the University of

Pennsylvania (2015 - 2010)
Thesis Examiner, Swarthmore College (2010)
Judge, Society of Early Americanists Essay Prize (2014 — 2015, 2017 — 2018,

2018 —2019)

Delegate, New York State Region, MLA Delegate Assembly (2011 - 2014)
Committee Member, Early American Matters Caucus of the American Studies Association (2011 - 2014)
Board Member, Charles Brockden Brown Society (2010 — 2013)

Institutional Service

Leadership
Founding Director of the Health, Humanities, and Society Program — Northeastern University (2018 — )
Associate Director of the Humanities Center — Northeastern University (2017 — 2021)

Leader of “Cultures of Ability” of 2018-19 Humanities Faculty Seminar — Northeastern University (2018 —
2019)



