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EDUCATION  
University of Chicago, Doctor of Philosophy, Sociocultural Anthropology  
University of Chicago, Master of Arts, Social Sciences  
Pomona College, Bachelor of Arts, Political Philosophy   
 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
Assistant Professor, Religion and Africana Studies, Northeastern University 2019 – present 

Philosophy and Religion, Department Member 
Cultures, Societies and Global Cultures, Department Member 
Anthropology and Sociology, Affiliate 
Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Affiliate  
NU Lab for Digital Humanities and Computational Social Science, Affiliate 
Latinx, Latin American, and Caribbean Studies, Affiliate 

Visiting Scholar, Center for the Study of World Religions, 2022 – 2023 
Harvard Divinity School, Harvard University 

Assistant Professor, Anthropology and Africana Studies, Texas A&M 2009 – 2018 
Religious Studies, Affiliate   

Visiting Assistant Professor, Anthropology and Africana Studies, Texas A&M  2007 – 2009 
Mellon Writing in the Disciplines Fellow, Duke University 2006 – 2007 

African & African-American Studies  
Consortium in Latin American and Caribbean Studies, Affiliate  2006 – 2007 

Gaius Charles Bolin Fellow, Anthropology, Williams College  2005 – 2006 
Lecturer, Graham School, University of Chicago Summer 2002  
 

PUBLICATIONS 
¨ Books  
2017 Spiritual Citizenship: Transnational Pathways from Black Power to Ifá in Trinidad. Durham, 

NC: Duke University Press. [Winner of the 2018 Clifford Geertz Prize in the Anthropology of 
Religion, presented by the Society for the Anthropology of Religion, AAA] 

Published reviews in American Academy of Religion’s Reading Religion, New West Indian 
Guide, Transforming Anthropology, Journal of Anthropological Research, Journal of 
Contemporary Religion, Religious Studies Review, Anthropos, Choice Reviews, Journal of Latin 
American and Caribbean Anthropology. 
Featured in review essays on: sovereignty in Caribbean anthropology in the Journal of Latin 
American and Caribbean Anthropology DOI: 10.1111/jlca.12578; religion and race in Religious 
Studies Review 45(4); and Black Atlantic religions in Caribbean Studies 48(1). 

¨ Peer Reviewed Articles  
In press The Spirit of Buss Head: A Journey of History and Healing through Soca. Journal of World 

Popular Music.  
 

2024  Sacred Cites: Engaging the Spiritual in Ethnographic Knowledge (Re)Production. Studies in 
Religion/Sciences Religieuses 53(2): 247–264 (special issue “Citation in the Anthropology of 
Religion” edited by Britt Halvorson and Ingie Hovland).   
https://doi.org/10.1177/00084298231216696  

2022 Ifá/Orisha Digital Counterpublics. The Black Scholar 52(3): 17–29 (special issue “Black 
Religions in the Digital Age” edited by Margarita Guillory). 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00064246.2022.2079065  

 

https://doi.org/10.1177/00084298231216696
https://doi.org/10.1080/00064246.2022.2079065
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2022 Subjectivity: Offerings from African Diasporic Religious Ethnography. Fieldwork in Religion 
17(1): 72–83 (special issue “Critical Terms for the Ethnography of Religion” edited by Brendan 
Jamal Thornton and Eric Hoenes). https://doi.org/10.1558/firn.22605 

 

2013 Shifting multicultural citizenship: Trinidad Orisha opens the road. Cultural Anthropology 28(3) 
August: 475–489. https://doi.org/10.1111/cuan.12015 

 

¨ Peer Reviewed Book Chapters 
2024  Navigating the Africana Studies Joint Position with Bertin M. Louis. In Conditionally Accepted: 

Navigating Higher Education from the Margins. Eric Joy Denise and Bertin M. Louis, Jr., eds. 
21–29. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press.  

 

2021 Spiritual Ethnicity: Our Collective Ancestors in Ifá Devotion across the Americas. In Embodying 
Black Religions in Africa and Its Diasporas. edited by Yolanda Covington-Ward and Jeanette S. 
Jouili, 70-96. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

 

¨ Invited Journal Articles 
2022 Our Commitments to Those Who Have Come Before: Reflections on an African Diasporic 

Spiritual Citizenship. Tarka 6: 24-30 (special issue “On Spiritual Citizenship” edited by 
Stephanie Corigliano). 

2019 Juju Justice: Policing and Black Religions, with Aisha Beliso De-Jesús and Allison McCrary. 
Africana Studies Review 6(1) Spring: 86-99. 

 

¨ Public Scholarship 
2019 The Two-Body Problem: Navigating the Africana Studies Joint Position, Part 2, with Bertin M. 

Louis (two-part column), Conditionally Accepted, Inside Higher Ed.com. February 1. 
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/02/01/advice-scholars-holding-africana-studies-joint-
position-opinion. 

2019 The Two-Body Problem: Navigating the Africana Studies Joint Position, Part 1, with Bertin M. 
Louis (two-part column), Conditionally Accepted, Inside Higher Ed.com. January 25. 
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/01/25/how-navigate-challenges-joint-position-
africana-studies-opinion.  

2017 What are you teaching? in The Immanent Frame, a SSRC site on secularism, religion, and the public 
sphere. December 14. https://tif.ssrc.org/2017/12/14/what-are-you-teaching/. 

2012 Tribute to Michel Rolph Trouillot. Booklet published by Department of Anthropology, University of 
Chicago. 

2004 Fete Review series (weekly during the Carnival season). Trinidad Express newspaper (under the 
byline Carnival Jumbie). 

 

WORK UNDER REVIEW 
¨ Peer Reviewed Articles 
Freedom on the Road: Temporality and Subjectivity in Trinidad’s Carnival (submitted to Transforming 
Anthropology). 

¨ Peer Reviewed Book Chapters 
Towards a Maroon Spiritual Citizenship: Remembering the Future. In The Spirit of Marronage: 
Expressions of Afrikan Indigenous Sovereignty, edited by Ping-Ann Addo, Diana J. Fox, Cynthia Ellis 
(under contract with Vernon Press). 
 
PRESENTATIONS - abridged, 2019 – present 
2024 Black Feminist Ethnographic Reflections on Africana Spirituality in the Caribbean. Greater 

Caribbean Studies Network, Carter G. Woodson Center, Univ. of Virginia. April. 

2024 Chair, Panel: On Possession & Performance: Re-Tracing Circles, Histories, and Imaginaries. 12th 
African and Diasporic Religious Studies Association Conference. (Online). April. 

https://doi.org/10.1558/firn.22605
https://doi.org/10.1111/cuan.12015
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/02/01/advice-scholars-holding-africana-studies-joint-position-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/02/01/advice-scholars-holding-africana-studies-joint-position-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/01/25/how-navigate-challenges-joint-position-africana-studies-opinion
https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2019/01/25/how-navigate-challenges-joint-position-africana-studies-opinion
https://tif.ssrc.org/2017/12/14/what-are-you-teaching/
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2024 The Ancestors say "Do the work": Black Feminist ethnographic lessons from African diasporic 
religions.” Religious Studies Program, Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison. April. 

2023 The Trinidad Orisha Shrine Project: From Counting to Mapping (with Burton Sankeralli). The 
Caribbean Digital X, Yale University. New Haven, CT. December. 

2023     Invited Session: State of the Field: African Diasporic Religious Feminisms for Emergent 
Justice Transitions. Presentation at the 122nd Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association. Toronto. November.  

2023    In Conversation with Vodou en Vogue. Presentation at the 122nd Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association. Toronto. November. 

2023     Black Religion, Pedagogy, and Digital Media Symposium, Boston University, May. 

2023 Multiple Subjectivities and the Ethnographic Study of Lived Religion. Gnoseologies, Center for 
the Study of World Religions, Harvard Divinity School. (Online). April. 

2023 pp+a Collective Dialogue: Sylvia Wynter. Roundtable participant, Performance, Possession 
& Automation [a collaborative research project led by Nicholas Ridout, Queen Mary University 
of London (QMUL), Dhanveer Singh Brar, University of Leeds and Orlagh Woods (creative 
producer)]. (Online). April. 

2023 Experiments with Spiritual Power (Obeah II). Panel participant, Discussion Series Liberation 
2023, Academy of Grace Institute of the Holy Spirit and National Library and Information 
Services (NALIS), Trinidad and Tobago. (Online). March. 

2022 Obeah, Violence, Justice! Roundtable. Presentation to be given at the 121st Annual Meeting of the 
American Anthropological Association. Online. November. 

2022 On Subjectivity: Engaging the Divine. Roundtable discussion at the Transcendence and 
Transformation Initiative, Center for the Study of World Religions. Harvard Divinity School. 
October. 

2022 Across the Normative Divide: Religion, Race, & Justice in America conference. American 
Religions in a Global Context Initiative, Stanford University. Hybrid. May.  

2022 Black Spirits Matter: Locating Spaces of Spiritual Marronage. Paper presented at the “Faculty 
Works in Progress,” Humanities Center, Northeastern University. April. 

2022  Digital Offerings in Ifá/Orisha Counter-publics: African diasporic religions, Social Media, and 
Racial Justice. Paper presented at the “Reckonings” seminar, Humanities Center, Northeastern 
University. February. 

2021 Notes towards a Maroon Spiritual Citizenship. Paper presented at Maroon Gathering. Rousseau, 
Dominica (Online), November. 

2021 Exploring Spaces of Spiritual Marronage. Paper presented at the 120th Annual Meeting of the 
American Anthropological Association, Baltimore, MD. November. 

2021 Ethnographic Reflections on Subjectivity. Paper presented at the American Academy of Religions 
Annual Meeting. San Antonio, TX. November. 

2021 Entanglements of Spiritual Praxis: Informing Racial Justice, Inspiring Healing. Paper presented 
on the Racial Healing panel at the “Spiritual Citizenship,” Embodied Philosophy conference. 
Online. July. 

2021  Black Feminism and African diaspora spiritualities: Maroon Spiritual Citizenship. Paper 
presented on the Enacting Decolonial Feminism: Global Maroon Collaborations Roundtable at 
the 45th Annual Caribbean Studies Association Conference, Georgetown, Guyana (Online), June. 

2021 Reflections on Experiments with Power by Brent Crosson, Author Celebration 2. Paper presented 
at the 45th Annual Caribbean Studies Association Conference, Georgetown, Guyana (Online), 
June. 
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2021 Contesting Categories: Reflections on Experimental Ethics, Religion, and Politics. Paper 
presented at the Society for Anthropology of Religion conference. Online. May. 

2021 Chair, Panel: Spirit Law: Space, Reparations & the Policing of Black Bodies. African and 
Diasporic Religious Studies Association Conference. Online. April. 

2021 Reimagining Ritual and Resistance in Carnival: Reconceptualising Adaptability and Resilience 
Beyond Crisis. Panchayat: The Mas(s) In We Symposium, University of the West Indies, St. 
Augustine (Online), February. 

2021 Critical Ethnography and Methodology Approaches in Religious Studies. Paper presented at the 
Ethnographic Methods in Religious Studies Forum, Weatherhead Research Cluster on Religion in 
Public Life in Africa and the African Diaspora, Harvard University. Cambridge, MA. February.  

2020 Author meets Critic: Crosson, Experiments with Power. Paper presented at the American 
Academy of Religions Annual Meeting. Online. December. 

2020 Co-convener/lead, Roundtable: Decolonial Futures: Religion as a Source of Resistance. Paper 
presented at the 119th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association. Online. 
November. 

2020 Discussant, Carter G. Woodson Institute Fellows Workshop, University of Virginia. Online. 
April. 

2020 Spirits of Black Power. Department of Religious Studies, Villanova University,  
 Pennsylvania. March. 
2019 Wake Work: Some reflections on Judith Casselberry’s The Labor of Faith. Paper presented at the 

American Academy of Religions Annual Meeting. San Diego, CA. November. 

2019 The Machete’s Edge: African diasporic religions and social justice activism. Paper presented at 
the Association for the Study of the World African Diaspora, 10th Biennial Conference, The 
College of William & Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia. November. 

2019 Moderator, Panel: Cuban & Haitian Musical History, Performance, and Migratory Diasporas. 
KOSANBA: The Congress of Santa Barbara Ethics & Aesthetics: Vodou’s Commitment to 
Activism and Change. Duke University, Durham, NC. September. 

2019 Where we going with soca? Evaluating an art form through Machel Montano’s music. 
Roundtable at CARIFESTA XIV Journey Round Myself symposium. University of the West 
Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad. August. 

2019 Presidential Plenary Panelist, Spiritual Epistemology as Decolonizing Weapon. Paper presented 
at the Politics of Religious Knowledge and Ignorance, Society for the Anthropology of Religion 
Conference, Victoria College, University of Toronto, May. 

2019 Discussant, Roundtable on Spiritual Citizenship. Society for the Anthropology of  
 Religion Conference, Victoria College, University of Toronto, May.  
 

¨ FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS & AWARDS – selected 
NULab Community Collaboration Grant, Northeastern University ($3,500) 2023 – 2024 
Community Stories Fellow Grant, The Crossroads Project, Princeton ($10,000) 2023 – 2024 
Black Performance Theory Working Group Grant Spring 2023  
Visiting Scholar, Center for the Study of World Religions, Harvard Divinity School Fall 2022 
Northeastern University Humanities Center, Faculty Fellowship (Course Release) 2021-2022 
Mutual Mentoring Advancement Program grant, ADVANCE ($3,000) Spring 2020 
Clifford Geertz Prize in Anthropology of Religion, Society for Anthropology of Religion 2018 
 American Anthropological Association  
Interrogating the African Diaspora Graduate Seminar Fellow, FIU                         Summer 2004 
Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad ($21,554) 2002 – 2003 
Wenner-Gren Foundation Dissertation Fieldwork Grant ($10,552) 2002 – 2003 


