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Social science research on race focuses disproportionately on the U.S. experience. This U.S-centric 
focus has two problematic consequences. First, it allows research on race to remain dominated by White 
concerns. Second, it inaccurately centers the U.S. as the primary site for theorizing race. My research disrupts 
existing scholarship by theorizing race from the Caribbean. Although severely overlooked by social science, 
the Caribbean was the first and oldest site of  European colonization, and the birthplace of  the Atlantic 
plantation complex; from whose crucible, modern race was born. By theorizing race from the  Caribbean, my 
research reorients our study of  race in three ways. First, it roots our analysis of  race to colonial history. 
Second, it unmasks race as an elite invention used to justify colonial theft. Third, it reveals how the myth of  
race allows that theft to continue today.  

 
Against dominant social science approaches that frame race as a problem of  discrimination, my 

approach frames race as an historical and ongoing battle between capitalist elites and everyday people. The 
former use race to divide and rule. The latter struggle within and against race’s divisive ideologies, as they 
strive to fulfil universally human needs of security and dignity.   

 
– of  land, of  labor, and of  souls – 
 
ir interests.  
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My analysis of  race therefore roots race in contestations over labor and capital; in who gets to own, 

and who has to work; and in how workers are (and are not) compensated after the seizure of  their land and 
labor.  

 
First, it emphasizes how colonial history. 
 
Private property and labor. 
 
 
 
This concern for positive outcomes is reflected in the two overlapping streams of research. – two 

overlapping streams of resarwch – Blackness is one stream, Asianness is another, decolonial is the third. -- - or 
epistemological/ontological.  

 
I argue that the Asian Caribbean affords us a uniquely illuminating vantage point for studying race.   
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